
Whether this is your first year in 4-H or your tenth, I encourage all of you to ask questions,
try new things, set goals for yourself, make new friends, work together, learn, and have fun!

May 5 - Summer Camp Counselor Training Zoom
May 7 - Record Book Clinic at 6:30 pm at Manawa City Hall
May 8 - Summer Camp registration due for campers (flyer enclosed)
May 11 - NEW member dog project training
May 14 - 4-H Leader Board meeting
May 17 - Rabbit Hopping Practice starts
May 18 - ALL member dog project training
May 19 - 4-H Ambassador meeting
May 25 - Memorial Day, Extension Office Closed
May 31 - Summer Camp Counselor & Adult Zoom
June 6 - King Veterans Home Petting Zoo (flyer enclosed)
June 7 - Summer Camp orientation zoom for campers & families
June 13 - Small Animal Fun Show (flyer enclosed)
June 14-18 - Summer Academy, Madison
June 15-17 - Summer Camp at Upham Woods
June 20 - Large Market Animal Education Day
June 30 - Area Animal Science Day, Clark County
July 1 - County Fair entries due online through the County Fair website
July 3 - Extension Office Closed in observance of July 4  Holidayth

July 8 - Explore 4-H Day Camp - grades K-4
July 21 - Large & Small Market Animal pre-fair meetings

National
Volunteer Week
was April 19-25 -
be sure to thank

your 4-H
volunteers
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4-H volunteers are needed for
a variety of project areas
(sparks) that youth are

interested in learning more
about.  Welding is just one of

those projects.  Contact Penny
if interested.
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4-H members in grades 3-7 are invited to
register for 4-H Summer Camp, June 15-17,

2026. Join youth from Portage, Iowa, and
Waupaca County. 4-H Camp is your chance
to try new things, make lifelong friends, and

discover what excites you, from water fun
and hiking to team challenges and exploring
nature! Registration is now open and closes

May 8**. **Please note that camp
registration is on a first come first serve

basis and based on staffing quotas,
registration may be limited and a waiting list

formed. Sign up and register online at:
https://forms.gle/WfjfyX8AhbSaUxk86

Summer Camp
Registration
closes May 8

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.gle%2FWfjfyX8AhbSaUxk86%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExWlJyVWdxSWxsaUhHRGszd3NydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR7yHyZhoUOhBvpj_yUotfC6-F9Zi2lcqIHswHJlk38wM3HfW0azkouAXzhUiQ_aem_H0bmtESBFn-WigIEUUxqdA&h=AT7IsDV85Ov_QcBh2YTumJxtNdciy8OHJ9wYYVUvst9ZUq3_bL6bQis7lz8hf2opfMAUqGbVujXGr6yrSJVLygIrerzwSMwHqzBR1lPcsjYjFHILO86z77QkcInsgA7sdQ5-bL3kmFBwVmAU&__tn__=-UK-y-R&c[0]=AT67HnS3bocAEquLgspDMoa-exHhc4s2uSmr2fGPm3CIdn-Cgs0Tq2iLq6t1WNffW_OV8Moe-SkjRTX_EJdCO4lARZ-BZ5q2ta_P79oEf3CwQpWrU2ZSbeBp-rD3KST2ROShrhgszl5-Y9SAAkWc_nPmknL15O1CtgACqIwOtZs3KDiuf9ku9IR7POnBXUKgOf9RGSEyHzDLrximEYIdOXmSz7FtAp7fDEVIlIs-MC7AUolv0lSaczypJvuvWjRbAoo9uquX5WPfMtOyNK--6M0Ciw
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Save the date for
Explore 4-H Day

Camp, July 8, 2026.
This event is open

to all young people
grades K-4 and
older youth are

invited to register
as group

counselors.
Registration will

open towards the
end of May.
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The Veterans Home in King
is looking for young people

to bring animals for a
petting zoo on June 6 .

You will need to bring your
own fencing or carrier.

Contact Tina at 715-258-
5586 if you are able to

attend.  We heard people
had a great time last year!

th

Sat., June 13
Rabbit & Poultry

Fun Show
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2026 Waupaca County Fairest of the Fair Applications Available 
The Waupaca County Fair is seeking candidates for the position of the 2026 Waupaca County
Fairest of the Fair! Applications must be submitted by Friday, May 15, 2026. Applicants must
be 18 years of age. The selection process will include each, a written application, individual and
group interviews, on-stage questions, and interactions with the judges during the Fairest of the
Fair Competition in June. Attendance is mandatory for the competition with a finalized date
being shared with all applicants.
 
The Waupaca County Fairest of the Fair serves as the official ambassador of the Waupaca
County Fair, representing and promoting the Fair at events across the county throughout the
year. The Fairest also makes daily appearances during the week of the Fair and will be
responsible for speeches, other community interactions and promotional events.
 
The Fairest program provides an opportunity for applicants to grow in public speaking,
etiquette, confidence, presentations, interviews and more. To find the application for the
Waupaca County Fairest of the Fair position visit https://forms.gle/XFZVQQnDUQ4dW7xR6,
email wcfairestcoordinator@gmail.com or call Katie Loehrke, Coordinator at (715) 281-0168
with any questions.

2026 Fairest of the Fair Applications

Dairy judging is an excellent opportunity to increase your knowledge of dairy cattle and
practice life skills such as communication, critical thinking, and decision making. Members
have the opportunity to participate locally in practice sessions and then compete at Area Animal
Science Day. Please contact Penny at the Extension office to let us know of your interest in
participating in Dairy Judging. 
 

June 30 in Clark County - Area Animal Science Day is a day-long event where youth in the
beef, dairy, horse, sheep, and swine projects increase their decision-making skills and
knowledge of animals through judging and grading experiences. Events include evaluation of
dairy cattle, horses, and meat animals; dairy showmanship contests; and oral reasons
workshops. In addition, some sites may offer a variety of workshops for small animal projects
too. https://4h.extension.wisc.edu/opportunities/statewide-events-and-opportunities/area-
animal-science-days/  Contact Penny if interested in getting more information when it is
available.

Dairy Judging

Area Animal Science Day
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Thank you Abbey
for leading the

bunny cake
zoom!

Congratulations to all
participants in the

speaking and
demonstration

contest!

We had a fun
time at Winter

Leadership
Camp, hope to

see you next
year!
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Super Saturday 2026
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4-H Food Stand 

Needs Based Scholarships

If  families have difficulty paying for 4-H events, program fees, etc. at any time of
the year they should reach out to the Waupaca County 4-H Program Educator,
Penny Tank, at penny.tank@wisc.edu or 715-258-6230 to discuss the availability
of needs based scholarships. Requests will be kept confidential. 

Record Book Pages
Printed record book pages are available!  Let us know if  you want printed record
book pages.  For members, record books are a valuable part of the 4-H
experience.  They are intended to help you develop lifelong skills such as

Setting goals
Planning & organizing

Communicating in writing
Evaluating effort and progress

Once completed, you have a valuable record of accomplishments that can be
used when applying for awards, scholarships, college or a job!  Remember to
begin saving information for your record books throughout the year and to start
filling out the record book pages early. Refer to the guidelines you receive with
the record book pages for details about completing your book.

Record book pages are also available online as fillable forms
https://waupaca.extension.wisc.edu/4-h-youth-development/4-h-program-
topics/record-book-pages/ 

The 4-H Food Stand Committee will have a meeting soon to make plans for the
upcoming County Fair Food Stand.  The food stand is a valuable fundraiser for
the Waupaca County 4-H Program and help is appreciated.  If  you are interested
in helping on this committee contact Penny for meeting details.
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Leaders’ Board & Association

4-H Leaders Board Election Results 

The next Leaders’ Board meeting will be Thursday, May 14 at 6:30 pm at Manawa
City Hall.  The next Leaders’ Association meeting will be Tuesday, July 28 at 7:30
pm at the Manawa City Hall.

County Fair
2026 Waupaca County Fair Dates: 
The Waupaca County Fair dates are August 25-30. The Waupaca County Fair website
address is https://www.waupacacountyfair.com/.  The updated fairbook should be posted
soon and online entries are due July 1.
 
4-H Projects vs. County Fair Exhibits
What’s the difference between 4-H projects and fair exhibits? A 4-H “Project” is an area of
interest you want to learn more about (like a hobby). This is what you sign-up for during
enrollment in 4-HOnline (i.e. horse, electricity, dogs, photography, etc.). A project is
intended to help you explore, learn, and practice skills in your areas of interest. Youth
must choose their projects at the time of enrollment so they have plenty of time to learn
about or practice with their project area before the fair.
 
A County Fair “Exhibit” is what you actually take to the fair – like the cabbage you grew,
the animal you trained, or the rocket you built while exploring and learning about your
projects. There may be some things you do while exploring your project area that you do
not take to the fair as exhibits and that is ok. Youth sign up to exhibit at the County Fair
during June/early July based on the exhibits and rules listed in the Waupaca County Fair
Premium book.

Thank you to all of the outgoing 4-H Leader Board members. Thank you also to all who
were willing to add their name to the ballot this year for the 4-H Leaders’ Board. Board
members include:

President: Sara Knoespel
Vice President: Deb Schneider
Past President: Amanda Pockat
Secretary: Karen Acker
Treasurer:  Jenny Heise (outgoing)
District I: Stacy Havlik & Sarah Burmeister 
District II: Virginia Zemple & Erikka Flowers
District III: Lora Korth & Janet Wiechert
District IV: Sue Berrig & appointment in May
District V: Wayne Acker & Abbey Acker
Youth Representatives: Bella Havlik & appointment in May
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Market Animal

YQCA is required for all beef, sheep, and swine project members to sell in the large
market sale.  It also counts as an educational point for those wishing to sell in the
small animal sale.  This can be completed online or in person.  Go to
https://yqcaprogram.org/ to complete the course online or register for an in person
course.  

Saturday, June 20 during the Large Market Education Day.  Registration is now
open for YQCA on June 20th.

Rabbit hopping will begin
practices on Saturday,

May 17 (all project
members received an

email) 

Both large and small market animal committees will have their pre-fair meeting on
Tuesday, July 21 at the Fairgrounds in Weyauwega.  All sale participants are
encouraged to attend.  This is also where members will pick up their raffle tickets.
Watch for more details.

SAVE THE

DATE

                                      Small Animal                                         

Monday, May 11 - first
night of dog training for
NEW members.  
Monday, May 18 - first
training for ALL project
members
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4-H Shooting Sports

To the right is the
Shawano County 4-H

Shooting Sports
schedule. If you are a
Waupaca County 4-H

member, enrolled in
shooting sports, and

interested in
participating, please go
to the Shawano County

4-H Shooting Sports
facebook page or reach
out to Penny for contact
information so you can
get all of the details.

4-H Shooting Sports, Competetive Shoots

Upcoming Competitive Shoots
Brown County Statewide Shoot, May 29-30
Shawano County 4-H All Star Summer Archery Shootout, July 11
Triple Crown Invitational, Marshfield, July 17-18

See website for more details:
https://4h.extension.wisc.edu/opportunities/projects/outdoor-education/shooting-
sports/competitive-shoots/

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100070947680744&__cft__[0]=AZb6UoELMJsia7NtxTECM-H2L9UavNX3saItGsqtfYyYPnSOrj5u8WtDRC4Vn9uAZ4YrbEFf1JhM6LjKgkrZbPrvpNQhD5A7Je7bliTNwnkQuxYKymFC4li999FH5ZAboyrzeE5Pc5NfyjhgarZo_Ixtn9enPeUJDtwlSc_N5h1tMryTNuP8YMBH8eL-5tAMUAZ99Ob3eeH-d32_2DZ-ox3F9mMCPLExNQS7gvRasgGdtA&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100070947680744&__cft__[0]=AZb6UoELMJsia7NtxTECM-H2L9UavNX3saItGsqtfYyYPnSOrj5u8WtDRC4Vn9uAZ4YrbEFf1JhM6LjKgkrZbPrvpNQhD5A7Je7bliTNwnkQuxYKymFC4li999FH5ZAboyrzeE5Pc5NfyjhgarZo_Ixtn9enPeUJDtwlSc_N5h1tMryTNuP8YMBH8eL-5tAMUAZ99Ob3eeH-d32_2DZ-ox3F9mMCPLExNQS7gvRasgGdtA&__tn__=-]K-R


As we continue another 4-H year, I want to remind everyone of the financial guidelines. 
Regardless of the source, all 4-H funds are public funds 
Keep receipts and copies of any bills! You should only be paying for things when there
are receipts and/or utilize payment vouchers as needed.
Do not keep “petty cash” or “cash boxes” with money on hand. Run all money through
an approved account. 
Budgets help clubs and groups plan. If your club would like help creating a budget
please contact the Extension office.
Club fundraisers should be conducted to reach a certain goal; there should be a plan and
reason for raising a certain amount of money.

If you have any questions, do not hesitate to contact me.  Or go to the state financial website
https://4h.extension.wisc.edu/resources/wisconsin-4-h-policies/financial-management/ 

At the 4-H Club General Leader meeting at the
end of March, 5 clubs were recognized with
certificates. Join us in congratulating Baldwins
Mill 4-H Club as the longest running club in
Waupaca County, 92 years; Norseman 4-H Club
as the newest 4-H Club, 2 years; Peterson Mill 4-H
Club, 80 years; Town & Country 4-H Club, 45
years; and Dayton Community 4-H Club, 15
years. Each year we will continue to recognize
clubs at 5 year increments.

          Financial Reminders          
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Congratulations!!

Most beach balls have six sections. Write six questions on a flip chart, one for each
color (even better if  you can write them in the corresponding color right on the beach
ball). Toss the beach ball around the circle, giving everyone a chance to introduce
themselves and, using the color underneath a certain thumb when they catch the ball,
answer a question (for example - what is your favorite 4-H project, would you rather live
in a castle or at a ski resort, what is your favorite season, tell us the name of one of your
pets or a relatives pet, etc.). A variation on this would be to have six different actions,
such as “Walk like a crab,” “Jump like a frog three times,” “Swim like a fish,” “Move
like an elephant,” “March in place” and “Do three jumping jacks.”

          Icebreaker - Beach Ball Toss         
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                              Thank you...                             
Violet, Bella, Aubrey, and Sara for helping with New Family Night
Winter Camp participants and Miranda for serving as the First Aid
Coordinator
All volunteers who helped plan and teach at Super Saturday! About 165 youth
and adults registered with another 100 parents and teachers in attendance!!
Outgoing Leader Board Members and those elected for the Leaders’ Board
38 youth who participated in the 6th Annual Lego Contest
Abbey Acker for leading the bunny cake zoom for 20 families
General Leaders who participated in the annual General Leader Meeting
Participants in the 4-H Speaking and Demonstration Contest.

                     Club Highlights                    
One reminder for club secretaries is to send a copy of monthly minutes to the Extension
Office. This can be emailed to penny.tank@wisc.edu. If  you have questions, please ask. 

Baldwins Mill 4-H - Club members are planning to make something for residents of the
Weyauwega nursing home.  They had a club outing of skating!

Casey Lake 4-H - Members went bowling and ice skating.  They also played BINGO
during their club meeting. 

Krossing Creeks 4-H - For a service project, the club continued their tradition of making B
for Baby Bags for the hospital.  They planned a club trip to the Food + Farm Exploration
Center in Plover.

Norseman 4-H - The club planned a pizza and pool party, along with a Valentine’s party
and a service project of making Valentine’s wreaths.

Peterson Mill 4-H - Club members gave project updates and planned a club ice skating
party.

Sandy Knoll 4-H - The club enjoyed their annual Valentines Soup Delivery, went bowling,
and made plans for a club ceramics activity and Easter Egg Hunt. 

Tri-County 4-H - The club planned their annual Soup Luncheon in January. Members
helped with a plant bingo fundraiser and made plans for their summer bus trip. 

Wolf River Rascals 4-H - Club members ordered new club t-shirts, had a game night with
Lebanon Cedars, and made tie blankets to donate.
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Check your email inbox for the Wisconsin
4-H Newsletter every few months.  This is
a good source of information across the
state and includes announcements,
highlights, and more.

If  you have questions about a
project area and there are not

others in your club in the project,
please contact the Extension
Office for contacts / leaders
willing to help countywide.

Remember the physical office
location for the Extension Office is

temporarily:
111 W North Water Street

New London
Mail can still be sent to the

courthouse address and we pick it up
a few times a week.

Visit the Wisconsin 4-H
Policies webpage for policy

details during the year:
https://4h.extension.wisc.edu/

resources/wisconsin-4-h-
policies/

County Fair website -
https://www.waupacacountyfair.com/ 



“The University of Wisconsin–Madison Division of Extension provides equal opportunities in
employment and programming in compliance with state and federal law.”

 Events will be conducted in English. You may request an interpreter, materials in an alternative language
and/or format, and/or other services to make events more accessible. Contact us at penny.tank@wisc.edu.
Make your request at least 25 days before an event so there is enough time to make sure everything is
ready for you. There is no added cost to you for these services.

EXTENSION WAUPACA COUNTY STAFF
811 Harding Street, Waupaca, WI 54981 (715) 258-6230

https://waupaca.extension.wisc.edu/

4-H/Positive Youth Development
Penny Tank, 4-H Program Educator

penny.tank@wisc.edu
Haley Nelson, Program Assistant

haley.nelson@wisc.edu
Waupaca Area Extension Director—Jen McNelly 
jennifer.mcnelly@wisc.edu
Human Development & Relationships – Alicia Utke
alicia.utke@wisc.edu
Community Development Educator – Amy Ebert 
amy.ebert@wisc.edu
Health & Well Being Educator – Christi Gabrilska 
christi.gabrilska@wisc.edu
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