
Whether this is your first year in 4-H or your tenth, I encourage all of you to ask questions, try new things, set goals for yourself,
make new friends, work together, learn, and have fun!

February 7, Large Market Animal Mandatory Meeting, 8:00 am, Weyauwega City Hall
February 12, Large Market Animal Mandatory Meeting, 6:30 pm, Lebanon Town Hall
February 16, Summer 4-H Camp Counselor Applications due
February 16, Registration closes for the bunny cake project kit
February 17, 4-H New Family Night, 6:15 pm, Manawa City Hall
February 22, Statewide Clover Connect Zoom - Community Service, 7:00 pm
February 23, Statewide Clover Connect Zoom - Community Service, 12:00 noon 
February 23, Horse & Pony project meeting, 6:30 pm Manawa Elementary School
February 24, Countywide Cloverbud Project Meeting, 6:00 - 7:00 pm, Weyauwega City Hall
February 27-March 1, Winter Leadership Camp (rescheduled), Spencer Lake, Waupaca
March 1, Flat Stanley pen pal wrap up zoom
March 1, Wisconsin 4-H Scholarship Applications due
March 5, Small Market Animal Mandatory Meeting, 6:30 pm, Weyauwega City Hall
March 9, Small Market Animal Mandatory Meeting, 6:30 pm, Manawa City Hall
March 12, 4-H Leaders Board meeting, 6:30 pm, Manawa City Hall
March 14-15, WI 4-H Art Beat, Upham Woods, WI Dells
March 15, Large Market Animal Scholarship Application due
March 16, Bunny cake project kit zoom, 6:30 pm
March 22, New camp counselor zoom, 6-7:00 pm
March 22, Statewide Clover Connect Zoom - Making 4-H Meetings Fun, 7:00 pm
March 23, Statewide Clover Connect Zoom - Making 4-H Meetings Fun, 12:00 noon 
March 24, General Leader Meeting (5:45 pm), Leaders Association Meeting (7:00 pm)
March 28, Super Saturday Project Day, Manawa High School; YQCA immediately following
March 30, Horse & Pony Project meeting, 6:30 pm Manawa Elementary
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Registration for
Super Saturday
project day will

come out in about 2
weeks.  In order to

have as many
classes as we have

in the past, we need
YOU to help share a

talent or spark!



New 4-H members
of all ages and their
families are invited

to New Family
Night.  Register by

Feb. 11

2

Use the link or QR code
to access a list of

scholarships (or go to
pages 13 & 14 of this

newsletter).  Many are
due in early March.



3

Waupaca County 4-H is happy
to present an opportunity for
4-H and non 4-H families to

have fun with cake! Register by
February 16 using the QR code

or link below. 25 kits will be
provided free of charge, one

per family. When we run out of
kits, you will receive a list of

items to still participate in the
zoom if you wish. The zoom

session is March 16 and pickup
of the kits will be coordinated

prior to that date in New
London and Waupaca. All

participants will need to have
their own round cake pans to

bake the cake prior to the
zoom. Register via QR code or

link:
https://forms.gle/paNgCEgWT

VBnP1oz5 

Registration
will come
out soon

for
February 24

at the
Weyauwega

City Hall
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Want to learn some new community service
or engaging, fun activities for your club?

Have an idea your club would like to share?
Join in the Clover Connect idea sharing

zooms this spring!

Hands to Larger Service: Community
Service Ideas

Sunday, Feb 22 at 7 p.m. & Monday, Feb
23 at Noon (same content will be repeated)

Making 4-H Meetings Fun: Bringing
Laughter and Learning to 4-H Meetings

Sunday, Mar 22 at 7 p.m. & Monday, Mar
23 at Noon (same content will be repeated)

The sessions will include information
sharing, hands-on learning, and time to

share ideas with other older youth leaders
and adult volunteers from across the state!

Register for one or both topics by visiting
https://go.wisc.edu/pbm474. Both sessions

will be recorded, and resources will be
shared with those who sign up!

Older youth and
adult volunteers
encouraged to

participate!
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Check out these
additional

educational
opportunities.

DONATION
Cedar wood blocks
are being offered
to 4-H members.

Would work well for
bat or bird houses.
Reach out to Penny

for contact
information.
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Dog project
opportunities!

Wisconsin 4-H Animal Science Project Webpage
https://4h.extension.wisc.edu/opportunities/projects/

agriculture-and-animal-science/

Registration deadline is Feb. 18
or when spots are filled (register

in 4-H online). Go to
https://bit.ly/4c8ptmz for more

information.

The countywide
horse project
meetings will

continue on the
last Monday of

each month
through May

(although May is
one week earlier
due to Memorial
Day). Meetings
are held at 6:30
pm at Manawa

Elementary
School. 
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Changing & Adding Project Areas 

4-H Online Enrollment

New Enrollments will be accepted at any time of the year; HOWEVER, in order to participate in
the 2026 Waupaca County Junior Fair, enrollments needed to be completed by February 1, 2026.

Members are able to change projects they enroll in until April 1, 2026 if  a project area is
forgotten or you want to add or delete.  The project areas you are enrolled in are the areas
where members will be able to enter exhibits in the junior fair next summer.  Contact Penny
at penny.tank@wisc.edu to make any changes for you.  After April 1, no project areas can be
added.

Needs Based Scholarships

If  families have difficulty paying for 4-H events, program fees, etc. at any time of the
year they should reach out to the Waupaca County 4-H Program Educator, Penny Tank,
at penny.tank@wisc.edu or 715-258-6230 to discuss the availability of needs based
scholarships. Requests will be kept confidential. 

Record Book Pages
Printed record book pages will be available soon by request.  For members,
record books are a valuable part of the 4-H experience.  They are intended to
help you develop lifelong skills such as

Setting goals
Planning & organizing

Communicating in writing
Evaluating effort and progress

Once completed, you have a valuable record of accomplishments that can be
used when applying for awards, scholarships, college or a job!  Remember to
begin saving information for your record books throughout the year and to start
filling out the record book pages early. Refer to the guidelines you receive with
the record book pages for details about completing your book.

Record book pages will also be available online as fillable forms once they are
updated for paper copies.
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Leaders’ Board & Association

Elections for the 4-H Leaders Board

The next Leaders’ Board meeting will be Thursday, March 12 at 6:30 pm. The next Leaders’
Association Meeting will be on Tuesday, March 24, 2026 at 7:00 pm at Manawa City Hall.  Clubs in
District IV (Country Pride, Casey Lake, Lind Center Beavers, Dayton Community) are asked to report
what their 4-H Club is doing and bring a light snack to the Association meeting. All registered certified
leaders are part of the Leaders’ Association. Youth members in grades 7 and above with one year of
4-H membership are also members of the Leaders’ Association. Please attend. Your input is greatly
valued!!

Looking for 4-H Leaders’ Board Treasurer

General Leader Meeting

Elections for the 4-H Leaders’ Board will take place during the March Association meeting on March
24.  If  any leaders are interested in learning more about this rewarding experience contact a current
board member or penny.tank@wisc.edu.  Volunteers are needed to serve as Vice President, District
Representatives, and two Youth Representatives (grade 7 and above).  The Leaders Board meets 6
times a year, guides the Leaders Association Budget, learns about upcoming events, and discusses
ideas to help make the 4-H program the best it can be.

There will be a general leader meeting on Tuesday, March 24, starting at 5:45 pm.
The Leaders Association will follow at 7:00 pm.  All general leaders, or a
representative from each club, is asked to attend the meeting.  Currently we do
one general leader meeting a year and it would be great to see representation
from all 17 4-H clubs! This is a good opportunity to talk with other leaders
about a variety of topics.  Penny will also handout the newly published leader
journals for each leader!

Thank you to Jenny Heise, who has served as the Leaders Board treasurer for over 25 years!! As
Jenny is moving on to other things, the Board is looking for and accepting applications for a new
treasurer, whose position would start in late March. The county level treasurer position is
appointed every 2 years. If  you are interested in learning more about this position, contact
penny.tank@wisc.edu for the role description. There is an honorarium for this position. The time
commitment is approximately 12-15 hours per month spent on financial accounting (such as paying
bills, taking in payments, creating financial reports, preparing paperwork for taxes, drafting an
annual budget, and more), plus attendance at bi-monthly 4-H Leader Board meetings, and
quarterly attendance at Association Meetings (a virtual option is usually available for the meetings).
Applications are due March 1.
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Small Market Animal Meetings

The Small Market Animal (rabbits, poultry, goats) sale is voluntary, but members or a family
member/ guardian representative MUST attend one mandatory meeting and sign up to sell. A
MANDATORY MEETING is to be held in two places (you need to attend 1). 
· Thursday, March 5, 2026, at 6:30 pm at the Weyauwega City Hall  OR
· Monday, March 9, 2026, at 6:30 pm at the Manawa City Hall

YQCA is required for all beef, sheep, and swine project members to sell in the large
market sale.  It also counts as an educational point for those wishing to sell in the
small animal sale.  This can be completed online or in person.  Go to
https://yqcaprogram.org/ to complete the course online or register for an in person
course.  Two in person options are planned in Waupaca County:

Right after Super Saturday on March 28
Saturday, June 20 during the Large Market Education Day

Registration will open soon for the March 28 date.

Watch for more
information to come

about countywide dog
project meetings and

rabbit hopping!
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Summer Camp 2026 

Mark your calendars and plan to
join us for 2026 4-H Summer
Camp!!  The dates will be June
15-17, 2026 at Upham Woods
near Wisconsin Dells. Camp will
include Waupaca, Portage, and
Iowa Counties. Registration for
campers will open soon!

4-H Shooting Sports

To the right is the
Shawano County 4-H

Shooting Sports
schedule. If you are a
Waupaca County 4-H

member, enrolled in
shooting sports, and

interested in
participating, please go
to the Shawano County

4-H Shooting Sports
facebook page or reach
out to Penny for contact
information so you can
get all of the details.

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100070947680744&__cft__[0]=AZb6UoELMJsia7NtxTECM-H2L9UavNX3saItGsqtfYyYPnSOrj5u8WtDRC4Vn9uAZ4YrbEFf1JhM6LjKgkrZbPrvpNQhD5A7Je7bliTNwnkQuxYKymFC4li999FH5ZAboyrzeE5Pc5NfyjhgarZo_Ixtn9enPeUJDtwlSc_N5h1tMryTNuP8YMBH8eL-5tAMUAZ99Ob3eeH-d32_2DZ-ox3F9mMCPLExNQS7gvRasgGdtA&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100070947680744&__cft__[0]=AZb6UoELMJsia7NtxTECM-H2L9UavNX3saItGsqtfYyYPnSOrj5u8WtDRC4Vn9uAZ4YrbEFf1JhM6LjKgkrZbPrvpNQhD5A7Je7bliTNwnkQuxYKymFC4li999FH5ZAboyrzeE5Pc5NfyjhgarZo_Ixtn9enPeUJDtwlSc_N5h1tMryTNuP8YMBH8eL-5tAMUAZ99Ob3eeH-d32_2DZ-ox3F9mMCPLExNQS7gvRasgGdtA&__tn__=-]K-R
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Thank you...

Club Highlights

One reminder for club secretaries is to send a copy of monthly minutes to the Extension Office. This
can be emailed to penny.tank@wisc.edu. If  you have questions, please ask.  Below are a few club
highlights:

Casey Lake 4-H - The club held a Christmas party and made evergreen porch pots. Members
also went bell ringing. 
Norseman 4-H - Club members made holiday wreaths and participated in the military holiday
card challenge.  They also marched in the Iola Christmas parade and handed out treat bags. 
Peterson Mill 4-H - Club members gave a donation to charity.  They also held a Christmas
party, played bingo, and exchanged gifts. 
Tri-County 4-H - The club planned their annual Soup Luncheon in January. Members are also
planning a plant bingo fundraiser and future bus trip. 

 

Congratulations!!
Josh Tank and David Lodahl for joining the 4-H Ambassador group!

Deb Schneider, Hailey Burmeister, Bella & Stacy Havlik, Dawn Nelson, Tina & Ivan Attoe, Janet &
Elizabeth Wiechert, and Erikka and Addie Flowers for helping with the 4-H Open House at the Waupaca
Public Library. 
4-H Ambassadors judging the Gingerbread House Contest and those that helped with Family Bowling.

 

As we continue another 4-H year, I want to remind everyone of the financial guidelines. 
Regardless of the source, all 4-H funds are public funds 
Keep receipts and copies of any bills! You should only be paying for things when there are
receipts and/or utilize payment vouchers as needed.
Do not keep “petty cash” or “cash boxes” with money on hand. Run all money through an
approved account. 
Budgets help clubs and groups plan. If your club would like help creating a budget please
contact the Extension office.
Club fundraisers should be conducted to reach a certain goal; there should be a plan and reason
for raising a certain amount of money.

If you have any questions, do not hesitate to contact me.  Or go to the state financial website
https://4h.extension.wisc.edu/resources/wisconsin-4-h-policies/financial-management/ 

Financial Reminders
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If  you have questions about a
project area and there are not

others in your club in the project,
please contact the Extension
Office for contacts / leaders
willing to help countywide.

Remember the physical office
location for the Extension Office is

temporarily:
111 W North Water Street

New London
Mail can still be sent to the

courthouse address and we pick it up
a few times a week.

Visit the Wisconsin 4-H
Policies webpage for policy

details during the year:
https://4h.extension.wisc.edu/

resources/wisconsin-4-h-
policies/

Watch for more
information to come
about the 4-H Lego

Contest - entries
will be due 
April 6th.

Check your email inbox for the Wisconsin
4-H Newsletter every few months.  This is
a good source of information across the
state and includes announcements,
highlights, and more.



“The University of Wisconsin–Madison Division of Extension provides equal opportunities in employment and
programming in compliance with state and federal law.”

 Events will be conducted in English. You may request an interpreter, materials in an alternative language and/or
format, and/or other services to make events more accessible. Contact us at penny.tank@wisc.edu. Make your
request at least 25 days before an event so there is enough time to make sure everything is ready for you. There is no
added cost to you for these services.

EXTENSION WAUPACA COUNTY STAFF
811 Harding Street, Waupaca, WI 54981 (715) 258-6230

https://waupaca.extension.wisc.edu/

4-H/Positive Youth Development
Penny Tank, 4-H Program Educator

penny.tank@wisc.edu
Haley Nelson, Program Assistant

haley.nelson@wisc.edu
Waupaca Area Extension Director—Jeremy Solin  
jeremy.solin@wisc.edu
Human Development & Relationships – Alicia Utke
alicia.utke@wisc.edu
Community Development Educator – Amy Ebert 
amy.ebert@wisc.edu
Health & Well Being Educator – Christi Gabrilska 
christi.gabrilska@wisc.edu

811 HARDING STREET
WAUPACA WI 54981

NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION
U.S. POSTAGE PAID
WAUPACA, WI 54981

PERMIT NO. 3

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

mailto:penny.tank@wisc.edu

