
In this season of giving thanks, I would like to thank all of the members, leaders, and families that are a part of the Waupaca
County 4-H Program and help to make it the best it can be!  Congratulations to all of the youth and adults that were recognized
in November with awards and recognition.  I look forward to a great 2026 and if there is something you feel is a need within
the program, please reach out!

December 13, 4-H Bake Sale at Tractor Supply in New London, 9 am - 1 pm
December 15, Wisconsin 4-H Space Camp registration deadline in 4-H online
December 19, Winter Leadership Camp registration deadline in 4-H online
December 24 & 25, Extension Waupaca County Office CLOSED
December 29, 4-5:30 p.m, Officer Training at Manawa High School
December 31 & January 1, Extension Waupaca County Office CLOSED
January 6, Flat Stanley zoom for those registered
January 10, 4-H Open House, 10 am - 12 noon, Waupaca Public Library
January 12, Gingerbread House Contest entries due to penny.tank@wisc.edu
January 23-25, Winter Leadership Camp
January 26, Waupaca County Horse Project Organizational Meeting
January 27, Waupaca County 4-H Leaders Board and Association meetings
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Due to limited staff
coverage, you are

encouraged to call or email
prior to visiting the office in
person between Christmas

and New Years. The
Extension Waupaca County

Office will be closed
December 24 and 25,

December 31 and January 1.  



Be creative and work
on your own or as a

team!
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Keep an eye out for
more registration details

and program
information on the state

4-H website:
https://4h.extension.wisc

.edu/winter-academy/
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4-H members in
grades 7 and above

are invited to
Winter Leadership
Camp, January 23-
25, 2026 at Spencer
Lake in Waupaca!

The cost for
Waupaca County
campers will be

$95.00. Register in
4-H online by
December 19.

Space Camp is a
great educational

experience to learn
about STEM,
aerospace, and
more!  There is

financial support
available from the

4-H Leaders
Association through
an application and

interview.
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Grades K-2 - Join the Flat Stanley Pen
Pal Project!

Get ready for an exciting mail
adventure with Flat Stanley & Flat

Stella! 
Register at: https://bit.ly/4-

HFlatStanley or scan the QR code.

The Waupaca
County Fair dates
for 2026 include
Tuesday, August

25.  Watch for more
details from the

County Fair.

Congratulations to the following 4-H Clubs who will
be able to have a club pizza party from the 4-H

Leaders Association for entering their promotion
efforts in the random drawing: Country Pride,

Friendly Valley, Krossing Creeks, and Norseman
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Check out these
animal science

project
opportunities!

Wisconsin 4-H Animal Science Project Webpage
https://4h.extension.wisc.edu/opportunities/projects/agriculture-and-animal-science/
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Changing & Adding Project Areas 

4-H Online Enrollment

New Enrollments will be accepted at any time of the year; HOWEVER, in order to participate in
the 2026 Waupaca County Junior Fair, enrollments need to be completed by February 1, 2026.

Members are able to change projects they enroll in until April 1, 2026 if  a project area is
forgotten or you want to add or delete.  The project areas you are enrolled in are the areas
where members will be able to enter exhibits in the junior fair next summer.  Contact Penny
at penny.tank@wisc.edu to make any changes for you.  After April 1, no project areas can be
added.

Needs Based Scholarships

If  families have difficulty paying for 4-H events, program fees, etc. at any time of the
year they should reach out to the Waupaca County 4-H Program Educator, Penny Tank,
at penny.tank@wisc.edu or 715-258-6230 to discuss the availability of needs based
scholarships. Requests will be kept confidential. 

Paper Clover Campaign to support 4-H
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Leaders’ Board & Association

Winter Sports Policies & Insurance

The next Leaders’ Board and Association Meeting will be on Tuesday, January 27, 2026. The Leaders
Board starts at 6:30 p.m. and the Leaders’ Association starts at 7:30 p.m.  Clubs in District III
(Baldwins Mill, Lebanon Cedars, Peterson Mill, Norseman) are asked to report what their 4-H Club
is doing. All registered certified leaders are part of the Leaders’ Association. Youth members in
grades 7 and above with one year of 4-H membership are also members of the Leaders’ Association.
Please attend. Your input is greatly valued!!
 
At each Leaders’ Association meeting, one district is asked to report what their 4-H club is doing.
These club reports are great for others to hear and a nice way to share ideas. The clubs that are to
report are listed on each meeting notice. The report can be given by a youth or adult. In the past,
most clubs have shared information like the size of their club, projects their members are involved in,
and activities their club plans throughout the year. We encourage youth and adults from each club to
attend and participate in the Association meetings. Clubs reporting have also usually brought a light
snack for the meeting if  possible. 

As we enter the season of winter and start to think about club outings like sledding and skiing, be sure
to check the WI 4-H policies. Wisconsin 4-H has updated or added several policies to provide 4-H
volunteers, members, and staff  guidance when planning for higher risk projects and/or activities. Some
winter activities are not covered by the regular 4-H insurance. If  you are planning an event contact
Penny to talk about special event insurance. 

Visit the Wisconsin 4-H Policies webpage for policy changes and details:
https://4h.extension.wisc.edu/resources/wisconsin-4-h-policies/

Club and Group Charters - Thank You

Thank you very much to all of the group and club youth and adult leaders who completed the Annual
Financial Reports and Charter Applications. They provide information that allows us to extend the
right of using the 4-H name and emblem to clubs and groups in the county. Thank you all for helping
in that process. 

https://4h.extension.wisc.edu/resources/wisconsin-4-h-policies/
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Financial Reminders
As we continue another 4-H year, I want to remind everyone of the financial guidelines. 

Regardless of the source, all 4-H funds are public funds 
Keep receipts and copies of any bills! You should only be paying for things when there are
receipts and/or utilize payment vouchers as needed.
Do not keep “petty cash” or “cash boxes” with money on hand. Run all money through an
approved account. 
Budgets help clubs and groups plan. If your club would like help creating a budget please
contact the Extension office.
Club fundraisers should be conducted to reach a certain goal; there should be a plan and reason
for raising a certain amount of money.

If you have any questions, do not hesitate to contact me.  Or go to the state financial website
https://4h.extension.wisc.edu/resources/wisconsin-4-h-policies/financial-management/ 

Small Market Animal Meeting
The Small Market Animal (rabbits, poultry, goats) sale is voluntary, but members or a family
member/ guardian representative MUST attend one mandatory meeting and sign up to sell. A
MANDATORY MEETING is to be held in two places (you need to attend 1). 
· Thursday, March 5, 2026 OR
· Monday, March 9, 2026 
More details will be sent to project members as the dates get closer.

Youth Pig Project Scholarships
The Wisconsin Pork Association Youth Committee is again offering Youth Pig Project
scholarships. These scholarships are designed to assist 4-H and FFA members in establishing swine
projects that can lead to development of life skills and career opportunities in the Wisconsin pork
industry. 4-H and FFA youth are eligible to apply for a $100 scholarship used to offset costs
associated with their 2026 pig project. Our goal is to raise enough funds to award a minimum of 50
scholarships. Age divisions, as of January 1st, 2026, are as follows: Ages 9-11, 12-15, and 16-19.
Youth who are selected to receive a WPA Youth Pig Project Scholarship will be asked to participate
in a 30-minute educational webinar to receive their $100 scholarship check. Those who do not
participate will not receive their scholarship. The Wisconsin Pork Association is committed to
youth development and feels that offering resources like these will help further educate youth about
swine production and other opportunities within the industry. Webinar dates will be announced
later.  Applications are due by January 16, 2026.

Horse Project Organizational Meeting
The first countywide horse project meeting will be on Monday, January 26, 2026.  At this
meeting, members will receive the project calendar, paper work, etc. Watch for more details if
you are enrolled in the horse or horseless project.
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Summer Camp 2026 

Mark your calendars and plan to join us
for 2026 4-H Summer Camp!!  The dates
will be June 15-17, 2026 at Upham Woods
near Wisconsin Dells. Camp will include
Waupaca, Portage, and Iowa Counties.
We are accepting counselor applications
currently (scan the QR code to apply) and
registration for campers will come out in
the spring.

Icebreaker Game Idea
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Thank you...

Club Highlights

One reminder for club secretaries is to send a copy of monthly minutes to the Extension Office. This
can be emailed to penny.tank@wisc.edu. If  you have questions please ask.  Below are a few club
highlights:

Casey Lake 4-H - The club held its annual 4-H Achievement Night with a baked potato bar.
Members also enjoyed a hay ride, corn maze, and community service projects.
Krossing Creeks 4-H - Club members reviewed how the fair went and enjoyed a pizza party!
They also decorated pumpkins and put together a display for National 4-H Week.
Peterson Mill 4-H - Officers were elected and club members created ice cream flavors to submit
for the Cedar Crest Ice Cream contest.  They also planned a Christmas party and bingo.
Sandy Knoll 4-H - New officers were installed and the club reviewed their annual budget,
calendar, and bylaws.  Club members led games at Caledonia Fest and a Christmas party is
planned for December.
Tri-County 4-H - The club planned a community food drive, colored bags for Veterans, and are
planning an ornament exchange and cookie decorating at their December meeting.

 

Congratulations!!
All adult volunteer leaders recognized during the Leader Banquet. 
All youth receiving recognition at the club level and during Achievement Night.
Kylie Heise, Sandy Knoll, and Danielle Tank, Wolf River Rascals, participating in National 4-H
Congress in Atlanta

To the older youth that completed the Thriving Youth Survey.
Awards and Recognition Committee, award presenters, explorers who led the pledges and Ambassadors for
your help with Achievement Night.
Attendees who bid on items at the silent auction during the banquet. The auction raised over $2600 for
Waupaca Co. 4-H.
All of the businesses that generously donated for the silent auction and door prizes at the banquet. And the
volunteers for organizing the donations.
Sandy Knoll, Wolf River Rascals, and Tri-County 4-H Clubs for your help with the Leader Banquet
Sponsors for 4-H member and leader awards: Waupaca County 4-H Leaders’ Association, Fox Valley Rabbit
Club, Waupaca County Farm Bureau, State Legislature, the Horse Project, Waupaca County Dairy Youth
Fair Committee. 
Deb Schneider, Sarah Burmeister, Violet Horton, and Bella Havlik for helping with the October Cloverbud
workshop. 
Sophie Stueck, Violet Horton, Deb Schneider, and Lora Korth for helping with the 4-H booth at Halloween
on Main in downtown Waupaca. 
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Please share this Open House information with anybody that would
like to learn about 4-H.  We are also looking for

members/leaders/clubs willing to bring some projects to show,
activity to complete, etc.  Email penny.tank@wisc.edu if  you are

willing to help out.



Congratulations to all of the youth award winners and adult volunteers recognized during the Awards
programs in November. 

For a copy of the program, please go to: 
https://waupaca.extension.wisc.edu/4-h-youth-development/4-h-program-topics/4-h-activities/

4-H VOLUNTEER LEADERS
                                        40Year Leaders                                       15 Year Leaders 
                                        Dorothy Paider                                      Deb Robbins 
                                        35Year Leaders                                      Rebecca Loehrke
                                        James Zemple                                        Emily Magolski 
                                        Gloria Bigalke                                        Julia Olsen 
                                        30 Year Leaders                                      10 Year Leaders 
                                        Bart Moericke                                        Austin Retzlaff
                                        Pam Fenn                                                 5 Year Leaders 
                                        20 Year Leaders                                      Craig Fietzer 
                                        Connie Bestul                                         Wyatt Kersten
                                        Lisa Wettstein                                         Cynthia Dietzler 
                                        Paul Kirchner                                         Sylvia Ramirez
                                                                                                         Rachel Ritchie 
                                                                                                         Cindy Schuelke 

4-H YOUTH AWARD WINNERS 
            Key Award                                                                 4-H Leaders Association Scholarship     
            Brooklyn Grimm    Country Pride                         Hannah Fischer       Lind Center Beavers
            Danielle Tank         Wolf River Rascals                 Abbey Acker            Sandy Knoll 
            Onan Retzlaff          Woodland Badgers                 Allison Knoespel     Sandy Knoll 
                                                                                              Brooklyn Grimm     Country Pride 
                                                                                              Calleigh Beyer          Friendly Valley

 

 

4-H Awards Winners

Abbey Acker                 Sandy Knoll                             Connor Jones                 Dayton Community 
Carolynn Backes           Sandy Knoll                             Allison Knoespel           Sandy Knoll 
Trinity Bestul                 Peterson Mill                           Lilianna Liegl                Dayton Community 
Calleigh Beyer               Friendly Valley                        Alex Loehrke                  Lind Center Beavers 
Lucas DeCoster            Tri- County                              Jenna Olson                    Lind Center Beavers 
Ethan Eidenberger       Sandy Knoll                             Ethan Ruppel                  Sandy Knoll
Hannah Fischer            Lind Center Beavers                Sterling Van Straten       Woodland Badgers
Breann Giauque           Country Pride
Brooklyn Grimm          Country Pride 
Victoria Havlik             Woodland Badgers 

https://waupaca.extension.wisc.edu/4-h-youth-development/4-h-program-topics/4-h-activities/


If  you have questions about a
project area and there are not

others in your club in the project,
please contact the Extension
Office for contacts / leaders
willing to help countywide.

Remember the physical office
location for the Extension Office is

temporarily:
111 W North Water Street

New London
Mail can still be sent to the

courthouse address and we pick it up
a few times a week.

Thank you to all of the
individuals that gathered

donations, donated and/or bid on
items at the silent auction during
the 4-H Leaders Banquet at Bear
Lake!  Over $2600 was raised to

be used towards additional
countywide educational

opportunities (like the bus trip
this past summer).



“The University of Wisconsin–Madison Division of Extension provides equal opportunities in employment and
programming in compliance with state and federal law.”

 Events will be conducted in English. You may request an interpreter, materials in an alternative language and/or
format, and/or other services to make events more accessible. Contact us at penny.tank@wisc.edu. Make your
request at least 25 days before an event so there is enough time to make sure everything is ready for you. There is no
added cost to you for these services.

EXTENSION WAUPACA COUNTY STAFF
811 Harding Street, Waupaca, WI 54981 (715) 258-6230

https://waupaca.extension.wisc.edu/

4-H/Positive Youth Development
Penny Tank, 4-H Program Educator

penny.tank@wisc.edu
Haley Nelson, Program Assistant

haley.nelson@wisc.edu
Waupaca Area Extension Director—Jeremy Solin  
jeremy.solin@wisc.edu
Human Development & Relationships – Alicia Utke
alicia.utke@wisc.edu
Community Development Educator – Amy Ebert 
amy.ebert@wisc.edu
Health & Well Being Educator – Christi Gabrilska 
christi.gabrilska@wisc.edu
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