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Unfortunately, completing a 4-H record 
book often has become viewed as a 
mundane, outdated chore or something 
youth do at the last minute as a 
requirement to take part in competitive 
events.  

However, there are many positive reasons 
for integrating record-keeping into 4-H 
projects throughout the year.



12 Reasons for Doing a Record Book

• Organization skills

• Identifying timelines

• Communication/writing skills

• Set goals for yourself

• Reaching goals

• Reflect on learning youth did in 
projects

• Demonstrate leadership skills

• Chance to highlight 
accomplishments

• Good practice for college / job 
applications or a resume

• Opportunity to plan for the 
future

• Keeping track of the cost of 
projects

• Possible awards and honors



Record Book Pages

• Grade 3 and above for full record book; Cloverbuds (K-2) have a 
separate packet for a shortened version of a record book

• Youth can write in pen or pencil on printed forms, type on pre-printed 
pages, or complete fillable forms

• Remember to do the same throughout the whole book for each year.  
This can change from year to year.

https://waupaca.extension.wisc.edu/4-h-youth-development/4-h-
program-topics/record-book-pages/

https://waupaca.extension.wisc.edu/4-h-youth-development/4-h-program-topics/record-book-pages/


Picture Page, photo of  member on top



Order of pages

• Front and back cover
• Picture page (pg. 1)
• Table of contents (pg. 2)
• My 4-H activity program (pg. 3)
• Club and county activity pages 

(arrange as you choose-monthly, 
club then county, etc)
• Remember to highlight your name 

if you include articles, label photos

• Project pages (arrange in any 
order)
• project record page, pictures, 

project story (optional)



I WONDER….
• What if I didn’t reach a goal? That is ok, be honest and share why.

• What if I did project work and did not take anything to the fair in that project?
Record the project work in your record book.

• Can I still do a record book if I didn’t take all my projects to the fair? Yes

• What are some examples of club activities versus county activities? County activities would be 

things like Super Saturday, Music and Drama, Camps; Club activities would be things your individual club plans like service projects, monthly meetings, etc.

• What kind of photos should I include with the project pages, how many? Pictures of you 

working on your project and the finished project.  4-6 pictures are good, whatever tells your story best (there is not a standard number of photos).

• Do I have to include a project story? Project stories are optional, but helpful and encouraged to tell about your 4-H 

experiences. Remember project stories can be typed even if the rest of your book is handwritten.

• Should I do my record book like scrapbooking photos? Record books are not scrapbooks, they are intended 

for you to plan ahead at the beginning of the year and to look back and evaluate at the end of the year.  

• How do I turn in my record book?  What happens after I turn it in? Record books are turned in to 

your general leader for a club review.  Each member’s book can be nominated for up to 3 project awards.  Books are then forwarded for review at the County level.

• If I got a grand champion at the fair, will I get a record book award? Not necessarily.  Record 

books are meant to be for reflection and showing what you learned, awards are not based on the placing you got at the fair.



Cloverbud Record Book



Exploring Record Page





2 Example Pages Using the 
Fillable Forms from the Website



County and club activity 
pages.



Club event examples







Clothing Project –
remember to keep a 
sample of material 
for your record book.





Some project 
pages have 
more written 
questions; 
others have 
check boxes.



As much as possible, you want to 
include photos from the start of your 
project to entering at the fair.





The Photography page asks you to 
evaluate a few of the photos you took 
during the project year.  These do not 
necessarily need to be all photos you 
entered in the fair.



Inside of the back 
cover of the record 
book. You can use a 3 ring 

binder, folder with 
prongs, or other 
fastener for 3 hole 
punch pages.



THANK YOU

• Thank you to the following members for sharing record book pages 
for this presentation:
• Abbey 

• Alison

• Hailey 

• Brooklyn

• Danielle

• Josh



Feedback

• Using the annotate feature at the top of your screen, can you try to 
share one thing that was helpful from this workshop?  Write 
anywhere on this screen or check the items you feel were helpful 
below:
• Seeing completed pages

• Chance to ask questions

• Discussing the reasons for doing a record book

• I feel like I knew this information already

• Other


