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Let’s hope the strong storms that knocked out power for so many in Waupaca County 

earlier this summer will eventually be remembered as the event marking a long overdue 

and steady recovery for our farming economy.  Who knows, the extended weather 

forecast even suggests the rest of summer should be more normal in both temperature 

and rainfall...and who knows, maybe even a warmer and drier fall all the way thru 

December!  Remember, those who don’t thank for little never thank for much:)   

Optimism also seems to be growing within various commodity markets for 2020, 

including milk price, which some say good exceed $20/cwt in the next 12-18 months.  

Some also predict grain prices might outperform market expectations if both acreage 

and yield projections end up lower than previously expected. While dry hay remains in 

tight supply, the price of hay has also softened a bit this summer following multiple 

cuttings on most farms.  Since dry baled hay is often used as the primary reference when 

valuing alternative forage crops (and boy are there a lot of alternative forage acres in 

2019) here’s the updated Extension Midwest Hay Price Summary for July 22:       

Prices for small square bales of oat, barley and wheat STRAW averaged just over 

$3.00 per bale (range of $1.50 to $6.00).  Large square and round bale straw both 

averaged $56.00 per bale (ranging between $26.00 to $125.00 per bale). 

The Upper Midwest Hay Price Summary report is updated every two weeks and is 
available online at: https://fyi.extension.wisc.edu/forage/h-m-r/.  The summary price data 

is compiled from public and private quality tested sales and reports.  Hay auction data is 

collected during the first and third week of the month and posted the following Monday 

whenever possible.  All hay prices quoted are dollars per ton FOB point of origin for “as 

fed” alfalfa hay unless otherwise noted.  Previous reports dating all the way back to 

January 2015 are also available at this web site under “past hay reports”.  

Those looking to buy or sell hay (and other types of feed, i.e. haylage, silage or 

grain), should visit the Extension Farmer to Farmer feed exchange web site at: 
https://farmertofarmer.extension.wisc.edu/ to place an ad to either buy or sell.  Postings 

remain active for sixty days, or until you remove the ad (note, the site was also recently 

expanded to connect those with productive pastures to those looking for pasture). 

 
“Be true to your 
work, your word 

and your friends.”  
 

Henry David Thoreau 

“A Grand Celebration ” 

August 21-25 

https://fyi.extension.wisc.edu/forage/h-m-r/
https://farmertofarmer.extension.wisc.edu/
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Upcoming Events: 
 

August 21-25 
Waupaca County Fair 

Fairgrounds, Weyauwega 
 

Aug 27 
County Fair Carcass Contest  

Niemuth’s, Waupaca 
 

Sept 13 
Farm Manager/Ag Lender Update  

Liberty Hall Kimberly 
 

Oct 1 - 5 
World Dairy Expo 

Alliant Energy Center, Madison 
 

Oct 20 
Co. Fair Youth Livestock Sale 

Buyers Banquet   
Fairgrounds, Weyauwega 
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Hard to believe it’s time for another Waupaca County Fair!  

Maybe because it’s the earliest possible date it can land during 

the third week of August.  This year it runs Wednesday, August 

21 and thru Sunday, August 25.  More than 200 4-H and FFA 

members from across the county entered over 7,000 projects (up 10% from last year!!), in-

cluding hundreds of dairy and livestock animals, as well as horses, poultry and rabbits.    

 

Livestock judging takes place on Thursday, August 22 starting with Sheep at 8:00; Beef 

at 11:15 and Hogs at 2:15.  A special dedication ceremony for the  new sheep and hog show 

ring will be held early Thursday evening during the hog show. The livestock sale will be 

held again on Friday, August 23 starting promptly at 5:30 p.m. (potential bidders can pre-

register beginning at 4:30 p.m.) 

 

All Junior Fair dairy calves and heifers will enter the ring on Friday morning August 23 

starting at 9 AM with each breed judged before moving on to the next calf or heifer class 

followed by the Open Class dairy show after lunch on Friday afternoon. Saturday morning, 

all Junior Fair dairy cows will be in the ring with each breed judged for each age group be-

fore moving on to the next cow class.  After the Junior Fair cow classes are completed, dairy 

judging wraps up on Saturday, August 24 with showmanship...Seniors (grades 11-13), fol-

lowed by Intermediate (grades 9-10), Junior (grades 6-8), and finally Beginner (grades 3-5). 

 

Of course there’s  much more to see and do at the Waupaca County Fair, ranked one of 

the top three  county fairs in Wisconsin.  For more go to: www.waupacacountyfair.org 
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