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      One of the challenges following a record setting year of rainfall is how to fix the 

ruts and soil compaction left behind.  According to Francisco Arriaga,  Extension Soils 

Specialist with UW-Madison, the level of compaction and rutting depends on the 

number of field passes, equipment axle loads, type of tire (flotation, duals, or tracks), as 

well as soil type and structure.  “Tillage is often needed to fix subsoil compaction and 

rutting; however, doing tillage when soils are wet can make matters worse” Arriaga 

cautions.  He offers the following advice when dealing with the wet fall farm fields: 

 

 The relative depth of compaction in wet soil depends on the level of soil moisture 

at the time the soil is trafficked.  Keep in mind field operations when soil are very 

wet or wetter than field capacity will have a greater risk of rutting than they do for 

subsurface compaction (deeper than 6 inches). 

 

 Therefore ruts don’t always indicate subsurface compaction. A penetrometer 

should be used to confirm subsurface compaction. If there isn’t subsurface 

compaction, there is no need for sub-soiling or deep tillage. 

 

 Doing tillage in spots to fill deep ruts is a better approach than doing heavy tillage 

across the entire field.  Besides, deep ruts may take two or more   passes to get 

them filled. 

 

 If soil conditions are still too wet after harvest to fix ruts or compaction issues, wait 

until soils dry out before doing additional tillage, which could mean delaying 

tillage until next spring. Tilling wet soils will only create more issues that lead to 

additional aggregate breakdown and hardening of the soil.  Arriaga notes there is 

limited research on tilling frosted soils, and results have been mixed. The biggest 

factor is the amount and depth of frost present in the soil.  Avoid making clods. 

 

 Clay smearing is more likely to happen when tilling wet soils. Soils with smeared 

clay will have a reduced infiltration capacity and can create issues for seed 

germination. 

 

      Looking ahead, the UW Extension soils specialist suggests enhancing soil 

aggregation is a long-term strategy that will help improve the ability of a field to 

support farm equipment.  He says timely manure applications, use of cover crops and 

reduced tillage or no-till practices are all effective ways to increase soil aggregation and 

the ability of a field to support farm equipment.  

Dealing with Wet Fields, Ruts and Soil Compaction 

Greg Blonde,  UW-Extension Agr icul ture  Agent. . .715 -258-6230 (ext  2)  or   greg.blonde@wisc.edu  
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Applications are now available for the 2020 

Century (100 years) and Sesquicentennial (150 

years) Farm & Home Program Award, a prestigious 

award given to families who have dedicated their 

life to Wisconsin farming for 100 or 150 years. 

To qualify for the award, families are required to 

provide proof of continuous family ownership of a 

property in the state of Wisconsin for either the last 

100 or 150 years. All property owners will be 

honored at a special Century and Sesquicentennial 

Farm and Home Award Program held on Tuesday, 

August 11 in conjunction with the 2020 Wisconsin 

State Fair. 

Honorees will receive complimentary fair 

admission tickets, an invitation to the awards 

breakfast, a commemorative photo, a certificate, 

and an outdoor display sign.  However, only one 

award certificate can be issued per property. 

The Century Farm and Home Program began in 

1948 in conjunction with the State of Wisconsin’s 

Centennial Celebration. There are currently 9,613 

Century Farms and Homes nestled throughout the 

Badger State. The Sesquicentennial program 

similarly originated in 1998 as part of the states 

Sesquicentennial Celebration and has since honored 

919 families. 

Application forms are available from the 

Waupaca County Extension office, or online at:   

http://waupaca.extension.wisc.edu.  Applications 

and assistance with documentation is also available 

from the Waupaca County Register of Deeds.  

Applications are due March 1, 2020.  

2020 WI Century Farm                        

Applications Available 

 

Upcoming Extension 

Crop Management Programs 
 

Soil, Water & Nutrient Mgmt Update Mtg  

 

  December 11th -  Main Event, Cecil (10 AM to 3 PM) 
 

 Comparing tillage and nitrogen rates for corn 

 Evaluating corn nitrogen management decisions 

 Profitability of P & K for corn and soybeans 

 Update on planter aftermarket closing wheels 

 Biological indicators of soil health 

 Cover crops and fall manure applications 

 Wisconsin nutrient management update 
 

Cost is $45/person. CEU credits available.  Register on-

line by Nov 29 by credit card at:  

https://www.govpaynow.com/gps/user/plc/a001z6  

Or, make your check payable to “Extension Shawano 

County” and send to Extension Shawano County, Room 

109 Courthouse, 311 North Main Street, Shawano, WI 

54166  

 

Annual UW Agronomy Update Mtg 
 

January 8th - 7:30 AM Liberty Hall, Kimberly 

 

 Post-mortem of the 2019 corn planting season 

 Corn nutrient uptake during grain fill 

 Corn stover project 

 Corn & soybrean variety trials results 

 Sulfur and micronutrient updates 

 Cover crop termination 

 The new MILK2020 for evaluating silage quality  
 

Cost is $45/person (includes breakfast). CEU credits 

(3.0) available.  Register at least one week in advance to 

avoid late fees by contacting Outagamie County UW-

Extension  (920-832-5121 or email Kevin Jarek 

(kevin.jarek@wisc.edu). 

 

Private Pesticide Applciator Training  

 

9 AM Thursday, Feb 27 - Courthouse Lower Level 
 

Cost $30 per person. Those who need to re-certify or 

would like to become certified private pesticide applicators 

for field or vegetable crops can register by visiting the 

Waupaca County UWEX office at the courthouse in 

Waupaca. For an additional $5 ($35 total), the training 

manual can be mailed. Call (715-258-6231) or  email Greg 

Blonde (greg.blonde@wisc.edu) for more information. 
  

http://waupaca.extension.wisc.edu


 

 Greg Blonde,  UW-Madison Extension Agr icul ture  Agent. . .715 -258-6230 (ext  2)  or   greg.blonde@wisc.edu  

WINTER 2019-2020 Page 3  



 

 

Page 4  WINTER 2019-2020 

Greg Blonde,  UW-Madison Extension Agr icul ture  Agent. . .715 -258-6230 (ext  2)  or   greg.blonde@wisc.edu  



 

 
Greg Blonde,  UW-Madison Extension Agr icul ture  Agent. . .715 -258-6230 (ext  2)  or   greg.blonde@wisc.edu  

Page 5  WINTER 2019-2020 

 

 Milk prices should be higher in 2020 than 2019. A key will be the level of milk production. Dairy 

farmers respond to higher milk prices by producing more milk. But, several factors will limit milk production. 

After four and half years of very depressed milk prices dairy farmers will need to build back equity before 

expanding. With higher milk prices dairy farmers may find it still profitable to keep lower producing cows, but 

the growth in the size of the nation’s dairy herd will be checked by the continued exit of dairy farms and 

tighter supply of dairy replacements.  Milk per cow will be dampened by a little higher feed prices and lower 

quality forages. Furthermore, milk supplies in the Northeast and the Upper Midwest are filling processor needs 

so milk plants are not encouraging more production. USDA is forecasting 2020 milk production to be up 1.7% 

with just 10,000 more dairy cows, but 1.7% more milk per cow, which I think is too optimistic. 

 On the demand side, domestic cheese sales will continue to grow and dairy exports will improve with 

higher world dairy product prices.  Once the holiday demand for butter and cheese is over, expect cheese 

prices to weaken. 

 My forecast is for Class III milk to be in the $17.40’s for the first quarter, the $17.30’s for the second 

quarter, the $18.20’s for the third quarter and the $18.70’s for the fourth quarter with an average near $18 for 

the year, more than a $1.00 higher than 2019. 

  

 High-quality 2nd & 3rd crop alfalfa ranged from $190 to $290/ton, while high-quality first-crop 

brought $180-280/ton at the Nov. 13 Equity Cooperative hay auction at Reedsville. Low-quality hay sold for 

$160/ton and lower. Second-crop alfalfa large squares topped sales at $290-300/ton during the Nov. 16 Reyn-

olds Livestock hay auction at Dodgeville. Third-crop large squares averaged $250/ton; first-crop, $152.50/ton. 

Third-crop large rounds sold for $235/ton; second-crop, $142.50-167.50/ton; and first-crop, $125-177.50/ton. 

First- and second-crop large rounds, wrapped, averaged $120 and $160/ton, respectively. New-seeding large 

rounds, wrapped, averaged $95/ton. Grass large grounds ranged from $132.50 to $147.50/ton.  

Dairy Market Outlook 
By Dr. Bob Cropp, Professor Emeritus 

UW-Madison Extension Dairy Marketing Specialist 

Hay Market Report 
November 12-13, 2019 

by Midwest Forage Association & UW-Madison Extension 
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 Change is often a process of three steps forward and one step back, 

according to Sharon Danes, Professor of Family Social Science at the University 

of Minnesota. She recommends everyone continue working to develop the 

following five characteristics to help deal with change. 

 

Be positive…positive people view life as challenging, dynamic and always 

changing, but filled with opportunities. They appreciate the dangers and 

threats with change, but aren’t overwhelmed by them. They catch 

themselves when thinking negatively and reframe in a positive light. 

 

Be focused…focused people determine where they are headed and stick to 

their goals so barriers never become too big. 

 

Be flexible…be open to different options when faced with uncer tainty. 

 

Be organized…set pr ior ities and renegotiate if a detour  from the or iginal 

priority is required. Organized people recognize when to ask for help. 

 

Be proactive…proactive people work with change rather  than defend 

against it, and use resources creatively to reframe a changing situation. 

Upcoming Events: 
 
 

December 11 
Soil, Water, NM Update 

Main Event, Cecil   
 

January 7, 14 21 
Cow College, Clintonville 

 

January 8 
UW Agronomy Update 
Liberty Hall, Kimberly 

 

Jan 30 
CAFO Update 

Crystal Falls, New London 
 

February 13  

Waupaca Co Forage Council 
Annual Winter Meeting 

Bear Lake Resort 
 

February 27 
Pesticide Applicator Training 

Courthouse, Waupaca 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 


