
Spring,  2013  

Dana Nelson Joins UWEX Support Staff 

Greg Blonde,  UW-Extension Agricul ture  Agent . . .715-258-6230 (ext .  12)  or   greg.blonde@ces.uwex.edu 

INSIDE THIS  ISSUE: 

Feed Inventories 2   

First Crop Alfalfa 
Monitoring 

3 

Milk Price Outlook 3 

Farm Manager &  
Ag Lender Conf 

4 

RHI Fundraiser 5 

Microloans 6 

Soil Health  
& Tillage 

7 

FSA Updates 8 

WAUPACA COUNTY UW-EXTENSION 

 Waupaca County 

University of Wisconsin, U.S. Department of Agriculture and Wisconsin counties cooperating.  UW-Extension provides equal opportunities in employ-
ment and programming including Title IX and ADA.  This document can be made available in alternative formats by calling (715) 258-6230 or TTY 800-
947-3529. To ensure equal access, please make requests for reasonable accommodations as soon as possible prior to the  scheduled program, ser-
vice or activity. 

  

    Hello! My name is Dana Nelson.  Last month I became the new 
program assistant for Agriculture, Natural Resources and Commu-
nity Development in the Waupaca County UW-Extension office.  
My predecessors include Carrie Koehn, Nancy Hamm and Virgin-
ia Bowersox. Originally from Neenah, my husband & I lived in 
several states before settling in the Waupaca area thirteen years 
ago. We have three adult children ages 24, 21 and 18.  I enjoy 
spending time with my family, watching our youngest son play 
football and baseball.  I am active in the Waupaca community and 

involved in my local church. I have also been active in the Waupaca County 4H  
dog project and now enjoy training, showing and even judging dog shows. 
 
     One of my duties in our local Extension office is managing contact information 
and scheduling farm calls for Greg, so don’t be surprised if / when you hear from 
me in the future. The farm call project started late last year in response to the 
drought as a way for Greg to discuss the opportunities and challenges facing local 
farms. He also shares upcoming Extension programs and other UW resources avail-
able to farmers and Ag professionals in our area. Greg says farm calls are also a 
great way for him to hear new ideas and provide feedback to the university for addi-
tional research and testing.  Even if schedules don’t work out,  I will use the call to 
update your contact information, including Email addresses and cell phone numbers, 
so that we can stay in touch in the future.  I am excited to be a part of the local UW-
Extension office team and look forward to working with you. 
 

    While adding grass into thin alfalfa stands may offer a little extra early season feed, 
total yield for the year is often unchanged as young grass plants can not compete with 
older established grass or alfalfa plants.  For early season forage, consider planting mid- 
to late-maturing oat varieties like Forage-Plus, Belle, Vista, Gem or Ogle with 2-3 tons 
DM/acre of good quality forage by early July.  Plant early, as soil conditions allow, with 
2-2.5 bu./acre (decrease by 30% if alfalfa is under seeded).  If no manure was applied 
since last spring/summer, add 40 units of nitrogen fertilizer to maximize yield (20 units 
if seeded with alfalfa). Harvest when grain heads begin to emerge (“boot stage” to early 
heading), wilt according to type of storage structure and use a silage inoculant. Barely 
and triticale can also give similar results when oat seed is limited. 
     Adding field peas can help improve quality (2-4 points more protein, 4-8 points low-
er NDF), but yield is not significantly different.  When planting oats with peas, mix 60 
lbs  of oats (2 bu.) with 45 lbs of field peas.  Adding more peas will only increase cost, 
as well as lodging, and make drying (wilting) more difficult before chopping.      

Dana Nelson 
Waupaca Co UWEX 

Oats A Good Early Season Forage Option 

“We can learn wis-
dom from the ways 

of a seedling.  A 
seedling which is 

never hardened off 
through stressful 

conditions never be-
comes a strong and 

productive.” 
Steven Sigmund 
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Feed Inventory Tools Available 
By Brian Holmes, Extension Ag Engineer, UW-Madison 

 There are several reasons producers might want to do a feed inventory, such as projecting future needs, 
allocating feeds over the year, determine future purchased feed needs, planning for storage, as well as market-
ing and even planting decisions. For dairy producers, feed costs are typically more than half of the total cost of 
producing milk. Following last years drought, it will be important for many dairy and livestock farms to evalu-
ate inventory, adjust feeding strategies, and work with lenders to update balance sheets.  Consider these steps: 
 

• Determine the feed that is available (feed inventory) 
• Calculate the herd’s daily feed needs 
• Calculate the number of days feed will last 
• Determine the number of days the inventory is in excess or deficiency 
• Calculate the quantity to sell or buy, or 
• Modify the ration to get more days of feed from available inventory  

 
 There are a number of publications and software tools that can help establish your feed inventory. Sev-
eral resources and materials can be obtained at University of Wisconsin Extension Team Forage - Harvesting 
and Storage web page: http://www.uwex.edu/ces/crops/uwforage/storage.htm. 
 
 Producers who are in the market to buy or sell feed can connect with others on the Farmer to Farmer 
Hay, Forage and Corn List. This list puts Wisconsin farmers in touch with one another for the purpose of 
buying and/or selling corn and forage. The farmer to farmer list is free to both buyers and sellers. Users can list 
or search for hay, alfalfa haylage, corn silage, high moisture corn, corn grain, or other forages (i.e., oats, peas, 
or Sorghum-sundangrass). You can find this list at farmertofarmer.uwex.edu.  
 
 For more information about feed inventory resources go to the UW-Extension Team Forage – Harvest-
ing and Storage web page http://www.uwex.edu/ces/crops/uwforage/storage.htm and click on “Forage Invento-
ry”. The first resource listed in this section is a fact sheet, Making a Feed Inventory, which provides several 
resources. There is also additional information on the UW-Extension Drought 2012 web page: 
https://fyi.uwex.edu/drought2012/.  An archived webinar that discusses how to use these feed inventory tools 
can also be viewed at http://dairy.wisc.edu/FIT/. 
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Timing First Crop    
Alfalfa Harvest 

The Waupaca County Forage Council is again sponsoring 
the annual PEAQ (Predictive Equations for Alfalfa Qual-
ity) first crop alfalfa monitoring program this year. Field 
data from cooperating farms/consultants will be available 
late April and into May to help improve timing of first 
crop this year. Measurements will be taken on Mondays 
and Thursdays and available online at: 

 www.uwex.edu/ces/ag/scissorsclip/   
 

How to take PEAQ measurements?  
 

Step 1: Choose a representative area in the field.  
Step 2: Identify the most mature stem in a 2 sq. ft. sam-
pling area using the criteria in the table below.  
Step 3: Measure the length of the tallest stem in that area 
from the soil surface (next to plant crown) to the tip of 
the stem just below the top leaves (NOT to the leaf tip). 
Straighten the stem for an accurate measure of its length. 
(note, the tallest stem may not be the most mature stem.)  
Step 4: Based 
on the most 
mature stem 
and length of 
the tallest stem, 
use the chart to 
estimated the 
relative forage 
quality (RFQ) 
of your stand-
ing alfalfa for-
age. 
Step 5: Repeat 
in several areas 
across the field.  
Start harvesting 
10-15 points 
above desired 
relative feed 
value level to 
offset quality 
declines during 
harvest. 
  

Milk Price Update / Outlook 
by Dr. Bob Cropp, Professor Emeritus, UW-Madison 

With slow improvement in the economy, dairy product 
sales continue to also show growth. The world supply and 
demand situation is forecasted to remain relatively high 
through at least this summer giving opportunity for favora-
ble U.S. exports. So exports ought to be a positive factor 
going forward for higher milk prices. Milk production nor-
mally peaks around May or June giving rise to higher milk 
prices by later summer or fall. Dairy cow slaughter contin-
ues to run well above a year ago which should reduce cow 
numbers for at least the first half of this year. But, up to 
now, despite heavier cow slaughter, there exists an invento-
ry of dairy replacements to increase cow numbers. Yet, 
cow numbers are expected to decrease for the first six 
months before increasing again during the last half of the 
year. That’s if milk prices improve and there is some eas-
ing of feed prices.  
   Milk Price Forecast - April 3, 2013 
While dairy fu-
tures have shown 
rather modest im-
provement in milk 
prices, the proba-
bility of doing 
even better  still 
exists. Class III 
futures show no 
improvement for 
March and don’t 
reach $18 until 
June and peaks at 
$18.55 for August 
and September. I 
still believe $19 
by September and 
October is still 
very possible. 
There are price 
forecasters who 
have Class III as 
high as $20 by 
then. And of course there are some who forecast lower 
prices expecting much stronger milk production second 
half of the year. But, I believe the probability is better for 
higher rather than lower prices. But, recognizing milk pric-
es change with relatively small changes or anticipated 
changes in milk production, sales or exports all forecasts 
are possible. This challenges dairy producers and milk pro-
cessor in managing price risk.  
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With Tillage, Less is More 
For Better Soil, Drought Resilience and Profit 

 
 Spring tillage is a tradition that runs deep in American agriculture. But more and more producers are 
realizing that this tradition will cost them in more ways than one. The possibility of another dry year might 
have producers rethinking their use of tillage.  Traditional tillage practices, which were once considered neces-
sary to prepare a proper seed bed for planting, come at a high price with increasing fuel and labor costs. 
  
 “However, the bigger long-term cost may 
be the health and function of the soil itself result-
ing in lower yields, higher input costs, and reduced 
drought resiliency for your farm”, according to 
Jimmy Bramblett, State Conservationist with 
USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service. 
  
 Traditional tillage is very destructive to 
both the structure and the ecosystem of our soil.  
In healthy soil you have 50 percent air and water, 
made possible by the pore space in the soil, and 50 
percent mineral and organic matter. But tillage col-
lapses and destroys that structure, making the soil 
vulnerable to erosion, surface crusting and com-
paction.  Because tillage destroys organic matter 
and soil structure, tillage actually reduces the soil’s 
infiltration capacity.  Besides infiltration capacity, 
soil structure allows for greater crop rooting 
depths.  Tillage can also bury the surface residue 
which helps to retain soil moisture.  In short, tradi-
tional tillage tends to limit the availability of water 
in the soil and that could prove very costly during 
those long, summer dry spells where every drop of 
water counts. 
  
 Fortunately, more and more producers in Wisconsin are farming with reduced tillage systems which 
build soil health.  Producers are using management systems that include conservation practices, like no-till or 
strip till, diverse crop rotations, planting cover crops and following nutrient and pest management plans.  
These systems follow the four main soil health principles: 1- disturb less soil, 2 -increase plant diversity, 3 -
grow living roots throughout the year, and 4- keep the soil covered as much as possible. 
 
 The benefits of improved soil health extend far beyond the farm. Producers who improve the health of 
the soil also increase its water-holding capacity and infiltration rate, which reduces runoff that can cause flood-
ing. Improved infiltration keeps nutrients and sediment from being carried off into nearby lakes, rivers, and 
streams. 
 
 Producers interested in learning more about the basics and benefits of soil health, or in receiving tech-
nical and financial assistance to implement a soil health management system, should contact the Waupaca 
NRCS office, located at 1337C Royalton St. in Waupaca, or call 715-258-8380.  Additional soil health infor-
mation is available at www.nrcs.usda.gov. 
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Courthouse 
811 Harding Street  
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     Waupaca Co. Farm Service 
Agency Updates... 

Non-Profit Organization 
U.S. Postal Paid 

Waupaca, WI 54981 
Permit No. 3 

Upcoming Events: 
 

April 19 
Rural Health Initiative Fund Raiser 
7 pm Crystal Falls, New  London 

 

May 3 
Ag Lender/Farm Managers Conf  
9:30 am Liberty Hall Kimberly 

 

June 2 
Waupaca Co. UW-Extension  
Master Gardener Plant Sale 

Fairgrounds, Weyauwega 
 

June 3 
ACRE sign-up deadline 
FSA Office, Waupaca 

 

 July 9-11 
WI Farm Technology Days 
Breezy Hill Dairy Farm 

Barron County, WI 
 

July 15 
Crop reporting deadline 
FSA Office, Waupaca 
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   Waupaca County FSA can now process loans for $35,000 or 
less (Microloans) directly out of the Waupaca office. (see enclosed 
fact sheet). 
  
 If you have not yet signed up for the Average Crop Revenue 
Election (ACRE) or the Direct and Counter-cyclical Program (DCP) 
call the FSA  office to set up an appointment.  The deadline for these 
programs is June 3 and August 2 respectively. 
  
 If you have an area that you would like to plant  trees or estab-
lish permanent grasses we will have a Conservation Reserve Pro-
gram (CRP) General Sign-up from May 20 to June 14. 
  
 For more information on any of these programs, or to set up an 
appointment, call the Waupaca County FSA office at 715-258-7162. 


