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Upcoming Events: 

 

August 24-28 
Waupaca County Fair 
Fairgrounds, Weyauwega 
 

Aug 25  
Farm Lease Agreement Webinar  
UWEX Courthouse, Waupaca 
 

August 31 
UW Agronomy/Soils Field Day 
Arlington Research Station 
 

September 7 
Corn Silage Moisture Testing 
Clintonville/Weyauwega 

 

September 11 
Master Gardener Fall Plant Sale 
Fairgrounds, Weyauwega 
 

September 16 
Ag Lender/Farm Manager Conf. 
Liberty Hall, Kimberly 
 

October 6 
Forage Council Fall Field Day 
Hwy 22/110 Bear Lake Resort 

Greg Blonde,  UW-Extension Agr icul ture  Agent. . .715 -258-6230 (ext .  12)  or   greg.blonde@ces.uwex.edu  

 Land Sale Data Update for Farmland and Forest  (page 1). The most recent land sales data 

for farmland and forest for Waupaca County.   

 Agricultural Leasing Contracts (page 6).  August 25th is the first in a series entitled 

“Wisconsin Farm Succession and Estate Planning—Statewide Webinar Series”.  Pre-

registration is required and cost is only $5/session or $40 for the entire series for 2 farm 

family members. 

 Corn Silage Dry-Down Days  (page 3).  Dry-Down Days will be held on Wednesdays beginning 

on September 7 and running through September 28.  Samples will be accepted from 10 am—

2 pm at CHS/Larsen Coop Feed Mill in Weyauwega and at FVTC Regional Center in 

Clintonville.  It is FREE!   

 Farm Management Update for Ag Professionals (page 2).  This event will be held at Liberty 

Hall in Kimberly and cost is only $40 and includes lunch.  Sign up by Sept. 9th . Topics 

include VRD Update, Dairy Farm Benchmarks for Profitability, a nExt Generation Update, Milk 

Markets in an Uncoordinated Supply Chain, 2016 Crop Situation, Pricing Corn Silage App, 

Brown County Soil Infiltration Research.   

 Waupaca County Forage Council 2016 Fall Field Day (page 8).  Thursday, October 6th the 

Waupaca County Forage Council will host a Fall Field day at Bear Lake Resort.  Topics for the 

day will include: Soil Health Update, Successful Cover Crop Strategies, Summer Seeded 

Cover Crop Demo plots, Soil Pit and a Planter Display.  A free lunch will be provided with 

registration.   

 Grant Programs and Financial Options for Farmers and Food Entrepreneurs (page 4-5).  

October 11th is the date for this workshop that will be held at Crystal Falls in New London.  

The cost is $15 and includes lunch and materials.  Advanced registration is required by Sept. 

30. 
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 Greg Blonde and his UW-Extension colleague from St. Croix County, Ryan 

Sterry, teamed up this summer to develop a new, free Android app that can quickly 

estimate the value of standing corn silage. The app includes active links to help users 

find current corn and hay market prices and then enter their own yield estimates and 

harvest costs.  The app also calculates the difference in value of nutrients removed from 

the soil when harvested as whole plant silage versus corn for grain to more accurately 

reflect standing value per acre.  The app is free and available for Android smart phones 

and tablets (or search for “Corn Silage Pricing” on the Google Play Store).  

 Recently released land sales data for 2015 shows the average price for land 

continuing in farming in Waupaca County was just under $3,500/acre last year with a 

range of $1,800 to $4,900 for bare farmland without buildings or improvements (no 

sales were reported for land diverted to non-farm use). These numbers are based on 

eight “arm-length transactions” covering almost 600 acres.  It’s important to note, these 

“arms-length transactions” do not include sales between family members and also 

exclude distressed financial sales involving foreclosure or bankruptcy. The following 

tables show a 5-year price trend for both farm and forest land in Waupaca County. The 

summary of Agricultural Land Sales by Counties in Wisconsin is available online at: 

https://www.nass.usda.gov/Statistics_by_State/Wisconsin/Publications/Land_Sales/index.php 
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Bilingual Dairy Employee 

Training Videos Available 

Looking for bilingual dairy employee training ma-

terials? Look no further! A set of Dairy Employee Videos 

is now available to farm owners and managers who employ 

individuals in the dairy field. There are four introductory 

videos developed by the UW-Extension, in which employ-

ees will learn proper techniques to use when managing the 

bedding and TMR. Videos are included in both English and 

Spanish, and each video has subtitles to go along with the 

audio. The videos included in the series are: 

 Bedding Management 101 

               El Manejo del Establo 101) 

 TMR Management 101  

       (El Manejo de Alimentación 101) 

These videos are an effective learning tool, providing 

short lessons that are easier to learn while reducing the time 

owners and managers will have to provide relief work so 

their employees can watch the training videos. Bedding 

Management 101 covers the basics including: Importance 

of cleanliness, When and how to clean stalls, and Keeping 

alleys clean. TMR Management 101 teaches employees 

about proper feed management and topics include: Im-

portance of consistency, Proper face management, Weigh-

ing and mixing, and When to push up feed. 

For more information about these videos, contact the 

Waupaca County UW-Extension office (715-258-6231).  

The videos can also be purchased directly ($25 for both) by 

contacting Liz Binversie, UW-Extension Brown County 

Agriculture Educator, at 920-391-4612.  

The end of August is just around the corner and that 

means time for the Waupaca County Fair… Wednesday, 

August 24 thru Sunday, August 28.  More than 200 kids 

will be bringing hundreds of dairy and livestock animals, 

not to mention all the other exhibitors with their horse, 

poultry and rabbit entries. 

 

All livestock judging takes place on Thursday, August 25 

starting with Sheep at 8:00 AM; Beef at 11:30 AM and 

Hogs at 2:15 PM.  Friday evening, the Market Animal 

Sale/Auction begins at 5:30 p.m. (potential bidders can 

register prior to the sale beginning at 4:00 p.m.) 

 

Friday morning, August 26, all Junior Fair dairy calves 

and heifers will be judged starting at 9:00 AM with each 

breed judged before moving on to the next calf or heifer 

class, followed by all open class dairy judging Friday 

afternoon. On Saturday morning, all Junior Fair dairy 

cows will be shown, with each breed judged before mov-

ing on to the next cow class.  Immediately following the 

cow classes on Saturday, Junior Fair dairy judging wraps 

up with showmanship...Seniors (grades 11-13), followed 

by Intermediate (grades 9-10), Junior (grades 6-8), and 

finally Beginner (grades 3-5). 

 

Of course there’s  much more to see and do at the 

Waupaca County Fair, one of the finest county fairs in 

Wisconsin.  For more information, visit the Waupaca 

County Fair Association’s web site at: 
 

www.waupacacountyfair.org/ 
 

See you at the Fair! 

 

Waupaca County Fair 

August 24 –28 

Important FSA Deadlines... 
 

September 30...2017 Dairy Margin Protection Pro-

gram  (MPP) sign-up deadline. 
 

November 15...2016 Acreage Reporting deadline for 

fall seeded crops and perennial forages. 
 

Also, let FSA know of any changes to bank accounts 

prior to payments being issued in October.  For more 

information, contact the Waupaca County FSA Office 

at 715-258-7162. 
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 Corn that tasseled by mid July will likely be ready to 

harvest as corn silage by early September.  Harvesting 

quality silage at the proper time is one way dairy farmers 

can strengthen their bottom line. Silage chopped too wet 

reduces yield, lowers dry matter intake by the cows as well. 

But harvesting too dry may also reduce yield and lower 

protein, vitamins and fiber digestibility. 

 

 Whole plant moisture analysis is the best way to 

maximize corn silage yield and quality. As a result, whole 

plant moisture testing will be available every Wednesday 

during September from 10 AM - 2 PM in Clintonville and 

Weyauwega.  Farmers and/or consultants are encouraged to 

bring  3-4 whole corn plants cut at normal silage height on 

the following days/locations for free moisture analysis: 

 

Every Wednesday during September 10am – 2 pm   

FVTC, Clintonville 

CHS Larsen Coop Feed Center, Weyauwega 
 

(call ahead if sampling before Sept 7) 

Sponsors and supporters of this annual free moisture testing 

program include: Waupaca County Forage Council; 

Waupaca County UW-Extension; FVTC Clintonville 

Regional Center; CHS Larsen Coop, and Clintonville 

Elevator.  For questions, or more information, call Greg 

Blonde (715-258-6230) or Sarah Maas-Pate, (715-823-

8326). 

Corn Silage Moisture Testing 

Starting Wed. Sept 7 

  Dairy margins continued to strengthen in July, 

with milk price rising and feed costs declining.  Milk 

prices were supported by the latest USDA report, which 

raised forecasts for milk and dairy product prices due to 

slower growth in the U.S. dairy herd; however, 

moderating feed costs are expected to lead to growth in 

the dairy herd next year. Meanwhile, above normal 

temperature is predicted to continue into August and 

Sept across the Plains and Midwest regions, which may 

compromise cow comfort and lead to lower milk 

production. 

 

 As expected, USDA also raised their forecast 

for corn ending stocks following a June 30 acreage 

report that revealed higher planted area. While new-crop 

corn ending stocks were revised up from June, increased 

demand offset some of the higher production forecast. 

USDA projected Brazil’s corn crop down 7.5 million 

tons from their previous estimate, which will translate to 

higher U.S. corn exports in both the old-crop and new-

crop marketing years. Strong demand for soybeans led 

to similar projections, with higher exports and crush 

absorbing some of the impact from increased 

Market Update & Outlook 
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