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Every year, UW-Extension and UW-Madison College of Ag and Life Sci-

ences conduct crop variety trials in cooperation with the Wisconsin Crop Im-

provement Association. The purpose is to provide unbiased local field re-

search between seed varieties available to Wisconsin farmers.  Results for 

2015 are now available on-line for each of the following WI crops: 
 

2015 Wisconsin Hybrid Corn Performance Trials - Grain and Silage (A3653) 

http://ipcm.wisc.edu/blog/2015/11/2015-wisconsin-corn-hybrid-performance-trials/ 
 

2015 Wisconsin Soybean Variety Trials (A3654) 

http://www.coolbean.info/soybean_research/variety_trial_results_soybean.php 
 

2015 Wisconsin Perennial Forage Crop Variety Update (A1525) 

http://learningstore.uwex.edu/assets/pdfs/A1525.pdf 
 

The UW-Extension YouTube channel (website) has over  fifty video clips 

on corn, soybean, small grains, and other crop/farm management related top-

ics. Check out our UW-Extension YouTube channel at:  

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL44D622149CDDD748 

Upcoming Events: 
 
 

Dec 9 
Soil, Water & NM Update 

10:00 AM Cecil  
 

Jan 5, 12, 19 
Cow College 1:00 PM Clintonville 

(see details inside) 
 

Jan 6 
UWEX Agronomy Update 

7:30 AM Kimberly  
 
 

Feb 11 
Forage Council Annual Mtg 

10 AM Bear Lake, Manawa 
 
 

Feb 23 
UWEX Cattle Feeder Seminar 
10:30 AM Bear Creek Area 

 

 

March 1 & 3 
Pesticide Applicator Training 

8:30 AM Manawa & Waupaca  
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Mark Your Calendar... 
 Several great local and regional Extension programs this winter for 

Waupaca County farmers and Ag professionals. So mark your calendar and 

plan to attend one or more of the following (see inside for more details): 
 

December 9 

UW Soil Water & Nutrient Management 

10 AM—3 PM Main Event, Cecil 
 

December 9 

UW Dairy Cattle Hoof Clinic 

10 AM—3PM Liberty Hall, Kimberly 
 

January 5, 12 & 19 

Cow College 

1 PM FVTC Clintonville (Jan 5 & 12) 

10 AM Farm Tour (Jan 19) 
 

January 6 

UW Agronomy Update Meeting 

8 AM—Noon, Liberty Hall, Kimberly 
 

February 11 

Waupaca Co. Forage Council Annual Winter Meeting 

10 AM—3PM Bear Lake Resort, Manawa 
 

February 23 

Cattle Feeder Update 

Noon—3 PM, Equity Livestock, Marion 
 

March 1 & 3 

Private Pesticide Applicator Training 

8:30 AM—3 PM 

March 1, Manawa City Hall 

March 3, Courthouse, Waupaca 

Merry Christmas 

& Happy Holidays 
from Waupaca 

County UW-

Extension staff! 
 

Best wishes to 

you and your 

family in 2016 !! 
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Cropp sees milk prices in the months ahead heading low-

er. Butter prices are likely to soon decline. Nonfat dry 

milk prices have already fallen to $0.7675 per pound. On 

the CME 40-pound cheddar blocks have fallen to $1.56 

per pound and barrels to $1.415 per pound. There is noth-

ing in the near future to rally these prices much. But, with 

October milk production virtually unchanged from a year 

ago and likely to show little or no growth at least for the 

next month or two cheese prices may recover some from 

the current lows. The Class III price will likely be below 

$15 for December and in the low $14’s by January. In 

fact, if cheese prices don’t strengthen some from the cur-

rent lows on the CME and dry whey prices remain in the 

low 20 cents per pound, the Class III price could even 

drop below $14. The Class III price may stay in the low 

$14’s first quarter of next year and not reaching the $15’s 

until second quarter, but improve to the $16’s by summer 

and possibly even reaching the low $17’s by late fall. 
 

For cattle feeders, Boetel  thinks this year may be one of 

the worst ever in terms of profits, a sharp contrast to 2014 

when return estimates approached an all-time high. Be-

ginning in the summer of 2014, cattle feeders placed  

very expensive animals into feedlots that required high 

sale prices this year to breakeven, which of course never 

happened.  However, that could change for cattle sold as 

early and January 2016. Based on what has already hap-

pened to the price relationship between feeder and fed 

cattle, 2016 will not be a repeat for cattle feeders in terms 

of red ink. Still, it will likely take several years for cattle 

feeders to recover from the financial debacle of 2015.  
 

For corn, she sees no real bullish news for corn at the 

moment. Seasonal trend is for price to continue lower 

throughout November then increase into 2016. Net long 

positions by speculators are decreasing, meaning the mar-

ket may soon be oversold. The current weak carry for 

December-March contracts provide long-term bullish 

outlook. If basis is strong, store on paper; if basis is 

weak, buy back March futures options.  Or, consider sell-

ing calls, which will limit upside potential, but will pro-

vide revenue to add to cash sales later. 
 

For soybeans, she says export sales are at a marketing 

year low, and below expectations. Seasonal trend is for 

price increases into May 2016, but very limited long-term 

upside potential. Consider pricing 100% of 2015/16 soy-

beans, if not look for short-term opportunities. 

UW Soil, Water & Nutrient Management Meetings 
 

          Dec 9 - Main Event, Cecil 
 

 WI Soil Test Level Trends, 2010-2014 

 Starter Fertilizer for High Yield Corn 

 Nutrient Stratification 

 Wheat Nitrogen Management 

 Potassium (K) Fertilization Update 

 Cover Crops After Corn & Beans 
 

Cost is $40/person (including lunch). CEU credits also avail-

able.  Register at least one week in advance by contacting 

either Adams Co UWEX for the Marshfield site (608-339-

4237) or Shawano Co UWEX (715-526-6136). 
 

UW Agronomy Update Meetings 
 

Jan 5 - 1:00 PM Fond du Lac Co UWEX 

Jan 6 - 8:00 AM Liberty Hall, Kimberly 

 

 UW Forage / Grain Variety Trials 

 Low-Lignin Alfalfa 

 What We Learned Growing Corn in 2015 

 Does WI corn need tillage? 

 Prioritizing Soybean Inputs in 2016 

 Cover crop or fall forage: spring grain after winter 

wheat? 
 

CEU credits are available for this program. Contact Tina 

Kohlman for the Fond du Lac site (920-929-3170 or ti-

na.kohlman@ces.uwex.edu) and Kevin Jarek for the Kim-

berly location (920-832-5119 or kevin.jarek@ces.uwex.edu)  

Pre-register required to avoid late fees ($18, plus meal). 
 

 

Private Pesticide Certification Training  
 

March 1 (Tues) 8:30 AM Manawa City Hall 

March 3 (Thurs) 8:30 AM Courthouse, Waupaca 
 

Those who need to re-certify or want to become certified 

private pesticide applicators for field or vegetable crops can 

register for the training program scheduled in Waupaca 

County this winter.  The training fee is $30 per person 

(certification good 5 yrs). Register by purchasing the train-

ing manual at the UWEX office in Waupaca ($35 by mail). 

Call (715-258-6230) or Email (greg.blonde@ces.uwex.edu) 

for more information. 
  

Upcoming UW-Extension 

Crop Production Programs... 

Market Update / Outlook 
By Dr. Bob Cropp, Extension Dairy Market Specialist 

Brenda Boetel, Extension Grain Market Specialist 
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