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Harvesting  / Pricing Wet Corn 

  

 Delaying corn harvest to allow field drying is risky. Typically, Wisconsin growers 

can expect 1% or less kernel moisture reduction during November, and little if any dur-

ing December, according to Scott Sandford, Extension Ag Engineer at UW-Madison. 

 As the corn gets dryer, combine shatter losses caused by the header increase. The 

longer the corn is allowed to stand in the field, the higher the losses. A two year study of 

field losses of corn left standing after October reported 3-5% loss in November, 22% in 

December and if the corn is allowed to stand in the field all winter, a loss of up to 40%.  

Balancing drying cost with time to finish harvesting, crop condition (lodging) and in-

creased combine losses and lower corn prices makes the decision to delay corn harvest 

this fall especially tough many farmers in East central and Northeast WI. 

 Keep in mind it takes about 0.02 gallons of propane to remove one point of mois-

ture from a bushel of corn, so to estimate drying costs for a high temperature dryer, mul-

tiply propane price by 0.02 and then multiply by the number of percentage points of 

moisture to be removed  (ie. $2/gal propane with corn to be dried from 28 to 15% (13 

points) – $2.00 x 0.02 x 13 = $0.52 drying cost per bushel.” 

 For growers with low temperature dryers, this may be a year when the corn will 

be too wet to use this type of dryer in many areas, Sanford noted. Corn above 22% may 

heat or mold before it dries if the bin is loaded in a single fill. Options are to layer corn 

in small layers to increase the air flow per bushel or install a high temperature heater 

and dry the corn down to 20-22% with heat (140 to 150°F) and then switch to air-only 

drying to remove the remaining moisture. This is called combination drying and is one 

of the most energy efficient and cost effective drying methods. 

 If corn is being fed to cattle, it could be harvested and stored as high moisture 

corn to feed out over the winter in silos or poly bags to avoid drying. Corn for dry mar-

ket should not be stored in poly bags unless temperatures are below freezing and storage 

should be considered very short term as heating and ensiling can occur if temperatures 

in the bag go above freezing. 

 To help farmers better evaluate their options, UW-Extension released 

a Smartphone app this fall to provide an easy way to help estimate market 

value of wet corn based on three variables – dry corn moisture, current corn 

moisture and price per bushel. The app is free and available for Android 

smart phones and tablets on the Google Play store by searching for 

“HMSC” or go to: 

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.smartmapps.corncalculator&hl=en 
  

 Farmers can use this app to help determine an equivalent value for wet shell corn 

when compared with a dry shell corn price - a link to current local elevator dry corn bid 

prices is also included in the app. The equivalent wet price is then calculated and dis-

played in both price per ton and price per bushel. Additional costs for drying and/or 

shelling can be evaluated under the expense tab. The app also features the ability to 

email the results directly to others (note, a table showing current HMSC value is also 

included on the bottom half of page 7). 

“Ten Percent of  

life is what hap-

pens, ...ninety 

percent is how 

you react to it.” 
 

 - Charles Swindoll -  

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.smartmapps.corncalculator&hl=en
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New Farmland Preservation 

Program in Waupaca County 

On November 12th the Waupaca County Board passed a 

resolution creating the new 2014 Waupaca County Farm-

land Preservation (FP) Plan.  This followed a two year 

planning process with participating towns and replaces the 

1981 Waupaca County FP Plan.  The old plan provided 

for contracts in eligible areas throughout the county.  The 

new plan, beginning in 2015, will provide eligible farms 

with a state income tax credit within the eight participat-

ing townships (Bear Creek, Lebanon, Lind, Little Wolf, 

Matteson, Scandinavia and Union...see map next page). 

FP claims no longer need a contract with Waupaca County 

Land & Water Conservation Department.  Claims are filed 

on state income tax forms.  There is no cap on the amount 

of credit that an individual can claim or on the amount of 

acreage eligible for a credit.  Eligible landowners may 

collect $7.50 per acre, each year, by filing Schedule FC-

A with their state income tax return for the prior calendar 

year.  Existing FP agreement holders may upgrade to the 

new tax credit by meeting the following: 

 Eligibility Requirements:  

1) Acres claimed must be located in a farmland preser-

vation area identified in a certified county farmland 

preservation plan (see map). Eligible land includes 

Ag land, forested land, permanent undeveloped natu-

ral resource areas or open space. 

2) Claimants must have $6,000 in gross farm revenue 

in the past year or $18,000 in the past three years. 

Income from rental receipts of farm acres does not 

count toward gross farm revenue. However, gross 

farm revenue produced by the renter on the land-

owner’s farmland can be used to meet this eligibil-

ity requirement. 

3) Claimants must be able to certify that all property taxes 

owed from the previous year have been paid. 

4)  Farmers claiming farmland preservation tax credits 

must certify on their tax form they comply with 

state soil/water conservation standards...and: 

 New claimants must submit a Certification of Com-

pliance with soil and water conservation standards 

that has been issued by the Waupaca County Land 

& Water Conservation Department (LWCD) with 

their income tax forms. 

 Claimants must submit a Nutrient Management Plan 

to LWCD by April 1 each year the credit is claimed. 

 Landowners not meeting current state soil & water 

conservation standards may develop a compliance  

Eligibility Requirements (cont):  
 

schedule with the LWCD to be eligible to claim the credit.  

The Schedule of Compliance will allow landowners to 

claim the credit while defining a schedule to address con-

servation standards. 
 

For more about Farmland Preservation eligibility contact 

Brian Haase in the Waupaca Co Land & Water Conserva-

tion Department at 715-258-6245. 
 

Non-Farm Development Restrictions:  
 

 No non-farm residential development will be allowed 

without a rezone out of the underlying district and into 

Rural Residential (RR) or Rural Commercial (RC) – 

Farm Preservation.  All rezones must be found compli-

ant with State Statutes 91.48(1) prior to approval.; 

 Rezoning for non-farm development allowed within FP 

areas will be regulated by the density requirements de-

termined by the underlying base zoning districts.  The 

density requirements for the base zoning districts will be 

consistent with the town Comprehensive Plan. As soon 

as development rights are no longer available for an 

owner, the remaining lands will be placed in a Restricted 

Development Overlay that will bar any further land divi-

sions.  Permits will still be issued for farm related struc-

tures other than principal structures; 

 Minimum lot size for non-farm development allowed 

within this overlay will be 2 acres.  A lot size larger than 

the minimum will require additional development rights 

at the rate of 1:2.  For fractional sizes, the necessary de-

velopment rights will be determined by dividing the pro-

posed lot size by 2 then rounding up to the nearest 

whole number.  For example, for a 9 acre proposed lot, 

9/2=4.5 which rounds up to 5 development rights;  

 Transfer of development rights will be allowed from 

farm preservation areas into lands outside but not vice- 

versa.  Transfer of development rights will also be al-

lowed between farms of same ownership but not neces-

sarily contiguous provided they are all in Farm Preserva-

tion areas and don’t cross municipal boundaries;  

 Secondary farm residences will be allowed provided that 

a development right is available and an affidavit is rec-

orded with the Register of Deeds attesting to the follow-

ing; the residences of the dwelling will be receiving a 

minimum of 51% of their income from the farm and in 

the event of the residence being transferred to a non-

farm owner, a Certified Survey Map creating a separate 

parcel in accordance with existing size regulations will 

be approved and recorded in accordance with all exist-

ing regulations governing land divisions. 
 

For more on FP development rights, contact Ryan Brown, 

Waupaca Co Planning/Zoning Director at 715-258-6255. 
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Upcoming UW-Extension 

Crop Management Programs: 
 

 

 

Annual Soil, Water & Nutrient Management Meetings 
 

    Dec   5 - Marshfield Ag Research Station 

      Dec 10 - Main Event, Cecil 
 

 Cover Crops & Measuring Soil Health 

 Soil Health and Crop Management Decisions 

 Nitrogen sensors for Corn & Wheat 

 Alfalfa S & K fertilization updates 

 Precision Ag Technologies for Variable Rates 

 WDATCP Erosion Vulnerability Assessment tool 
 

Cost is $40/person (including lunch). CEU credits also avail-

able.  Register at least one week in advance by contacting 

either Adams Co UWEX for the Marshfield site (608-339-

4237) or Shawano Co UWEX (715-526-6136). 
 

Annual Agronomy Update Meetings 
 

Jan 6 - 1:00 PM Fond du Lac Co UWEX 

Jan 7 - 7:30 AM Liberty Hall, Kimberly 

 

 UW Forage / Grain Variety Trials 

 Alfalfa Stand Changes Over Time 

 GMO Alfalfa Performance 

 Variable Corn Seeding Rate 

 Soybean/Winter Wheat Review 

 In-furrow Soybean applications 
 

CEU credits are available for this program. Contact Mike 

Rankin for the Fond du Lac site (920-929-3170 or 

mike.rankin@ces.uwex.edu) and Kevin Jarek for the Kim-

berly location (920-832-5119 or kevin.jarek@ces.uwex.edu)  

Pre-register required to avoid late fees ($18, plus meal). 
 

Private Pesticide Certification Training  
 

March 4 (Wed) 9:00 AM Courthouse, Waupaca 
 

Those who need to re-certify or would like to become certi-

fied private pesticide applicators for field or vegetable crops 

can register for the training program scheduled in Waupaca 

County this winter. 
 

The training fee is $30 per person (certification good 5 yrs). 

Register with the UWEX office at the courthouse in 

Waupaca. For an additional $5 ($35 total), the training man-

ual can be mailed. Call (715-258-6230) or send me an Email 

(greg.blonde@ces.uwex.edu) for more information. 

 As farming has modernized, agricultural equipment 

is now larger and heavier than ever. Although this can 

improve efficiency, it also raises concerns about the im-

pact large equipment has on road wear and maintenance. 

 In Wisconsin, the state Department of Transporta-

tion convened a study group with reps from state and 

local governments, law enforcement, citizens, and farm 

groups to develop recommendations for changes to state 

law governing the use of highways by agricultural 

equipment. The resulting legislation, Wisconsin Act 

377, was signed into law April 23rd, 2014. 

 The law updates the definition of agricultural vehi-

cles, or Implements of Husbandry (IOH), and creates a 

new class of vehicles known as Agricultural Commer-

cial Motor Vehicles (Ag CMV). IOHs are generally the 

types of vehicles that were manufactured and designed 

for agricultural use, and Ag CMVs are generally vehi-

cles designed primarily for highway use, but have been 

modified in some way for exclusive agricultural use. 

 Waupaca County formed a work group of local town 

officials with knowledge of farming to study the new 

law and develop recommendations for local implemen-

tation. Their recommendations to town and county offi-

cials will be presented at four regional meetings on the 

following dates/locations.      
 

7:00 PM Thursday, January 8 

Manawa Elementary School 

800 Beech St, Manawa 
 

10:00 AM Thursday, January 15 

Bear Creek Town Hall 

E9107 Silver Creek Rd, Bear Creek 

 

 10:00 AM Thursday, January 22 

Waupaca Town Hall 

N3514 CTH E, Waupaca 
 

 10:00 AM Thursday, January 29 

Lebanon Town Hall 

N5844 Buelow Rd, New London 

 The same program will be offered in each location, 

including an overview of the new  law and recommenda-

tions for local implementation next spring.  Town super-

visors, farmers and custom operators are all encouraged 

to attend, no advance registration needed.  

New IoH Law / Road Permit 

Local Meetings 
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Waupaca County UW-Extension 

Courthouse  

811 Harding Street  

Waupaca,  WI 54981  

Waupaca County 

IoH Road Permit Meetings 
 

Jan 8 - Jan 15 - Jan  22 & Jan 29  

Non-Profit Organization 

U.S. Postal Paid 

Waupaca, WI 54981 

Permit No. 3 

Greg Blonde,  UW-Extension Agr icul ture  Agent. . .715 -258-6230 (ext  2)  or   

 WI Act 377 was adopted earlier this year establishing weight limits 

for both Ag implements of husbandry (IoH) and Ag commercial motor 

vehicles (CMV’s). Because of limited enforcement, widespread misun-

derstanding of the law, and a lack of clarity in the definition of 

agricultural equipment, many Ag CMVs and IOHs operating on Wis-

consin’s roadways were too heavy under previous law. Act 377 in-

creased the allowable weights by approximately 15% and created a lo-

cal, no-fee permit program that grants local governments the authority 

to allow oversized vehicles to travel legally on the roadways under 

their jurisdictions. 

 A series of short You-Tube videos including new definitions of IoH and Ag 

CMV’s, new weight limits, lighting/markers, rules of the road, and local options 

for municipalities can be found at: www.youtube.com/user/widatcp/videos 

 Waupaca County UW-Extension and Highway Department are also hosting 

four regional meeting on January  8, 15, 22  and 29  Local  Town Board mem-

bers, farmers, custom operators and Ag service providers are all welcome to at-

tend (for more details, including meeting locations, see page 4).  

Upcoming Events: 
 
 

Dec 10 
UWEX Soil /Water Update Mtg 

10 AM Main Event Cecil 
 

Jan 6, 13, 20 
Cow College 1-3 PM Clintonville 

(see details inside) 
Jan 7 

UWEX Agronomy Update 
7:30 AM Kimberly  

 

Jan 8, 15 , 22 & 29 
Local IoH Road Permit Mtg 

7:00 PM Manawa Elementary 
School, 10:00 AM  Bear Creek, 

Town of Waupaca & Town of Leb-
anon Town Hall 

 

Feb 12 
Forage Council Annual Mtg 
10-3 Bear Lake, Manawa 

 

March 4 
Pesticide Applicator Training 9-3 

Courthouse, Waupaca  
  
 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 


