
Fal l ,  2013  

Greg Blonde,  UW-Extension Agricul ture  Agent . . .715-258-6230 (ext  2)  or   greg.blonde@ces.uwex.edu 

INSIDE THIS  ISSUE: 

Market Review 2   

Soybean Outlook  3 

Future Farm Bill ?? 3 

Alfalfa Fungicide 
Update  

4 

Farm Equipment & 
Public Roads 

4 

Pricing Corn Silage 5  

Dairy Repro Money 6 

Nondiscrimination 
Statement 

7 

AGRICULTURE RESOURCE NEWSLETTER 

 Waupaca County 

University of Wisconsin, U.S. Department of Agriculture and Wisconsin counties cooperating.  UW-Extension provides equal opportunities in employ-
ment and programming including Title IX and ADA.  This document can be made available in alternative formats by calling (715) 258-6230 or TTY 800-
947-3529. To ensure equal access, please make requests for reasonable accommodations as soon as possible prior to the  scheduled program, ser-
vice or activity. 

What a Difference from Year to Year !  
 

Hard to believe its already been one year since the disappointing fall of 2012 when 
many of the local - statewide grain and forage crops were significantly affected by 
drought.  For sellers, record or near record prices helped soften the blow.  For buyers, 
2012 is the type of year you hope never happens again. 

 On Friday, Sept 27, 2013, USDA released its monthly Agricultural Prices report 
which stated, “the national average corn price, at $5.28 per bushel, is down 93 cents 
from August and $1.61 below last September. Current corn bid prices at local grain 
elevators in and around Waupaca County are running $4.40 to $4.50/bu. (note, the 
table below will help buyers and sellers set a fair price for high moisture shell corn).  

The preliminary U.S. average price for baled alfalfa hay was listed at $194/ton, 
with the current average WI alfalfa hay price of $200/ton expected to go even lower 
when final values are reported next month. 

The Wisconsin, All-milk price for September was $20.10, or $0.40 higher than 
last September. The futures market indicates WI mailbox milk prices will be lower 
through next summer,  ranging from $18 - $19/cwt. http://future.aae.wisc.edu/predicted_mailbox/  

The three graphs included on the next page help show both seasonality and volatil-
ity of  these three key WI commodity markets over the past three years, and a good 
reminder to continue evaluating future risk management and marketing opportunities, 
in addition to profitable production practices.      
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2011 - 2013 WI Corn, Alfalfa and Milk Prices Received 
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Soybean Outlook 2014 
Kiplinger Ag Newsletter (Oct 4, 2013) 

Despite a spotty late-season drought limiting crop 
yields in parts of the Upper Midwest, a huge soybean 
harvest is under way. It’ll help to refill storehouses in 
the U.S. and abroad, after a drop-off in stocks follow-
ing last year’s drought. Though less than a fourth of 
the corn crop’s volume, at 3.2 billion bu., the 2013 har-
vest will be close to record breaking, thanks to acreage 
at least as big as last year’s... and a rebound in yield 
with an average 42 bu./acre nationwide.  

Demand for this fall’s crop abounds, so much that 
stocks, which shrank to less than 5% of the ’12 harvest 
by Sept. 1 of  2013, and it will plunge again to 5% of 
the fall harvest by Sept. of 2014. Why? 

Foreign sales claim an ever larger share. Soybeans, 
by value, will be 20% of all ’13 ag exports. Just a 
month into the new marketing year…30% of the year’s 
supply has been sold abroad, 80%-90% of it to Asia. 

Soybeans are finding uses in more and more prod-
ucts. High in protein, they’re used in making many 
foods and livestock feeds. Also, in the manufacturing 
of industrial items, including plastics, inks, lubricants, 
adhesives and cleaners. Moreover, soy oil makes up 
more than half of the feedstock for biodiesel. 

Mounting demand will continue to drive soybean 
profits. After $14/bu. and soaring receipts from ’12’s 
sparse crop, continued brisk demand will keep prices 
around $13/bu. for most of the year ahead. At that 
price, a moderate yield of 42 bu. means $550/acre in 
sales…a reason soybeans account for 15%-20% of all 
U.S. crop receipts. 

Furthermore, moderate soybean production costs 
help profit margins. Assuming the price and yield not-
ed above, operating costs of $250/acre next year 
(before labor and land costs) will leave an operating 
margin of over $300/acre. So, come spring, look for 
even more soybeans to go into the ground. 

Future Farm Bill ??? 

Assuming our federal government eventually opens 
back up for business, Congress won’t likely deliver a new 
farm bill until sometime next year (2014), or maybe even 
a year later (2015) according to the Oct 4th issue of Kip-
linger Ag Newsletter.  Currently, here’s what they see 
regarding the provisions within a new farm bill… 

 

Ceilings on crop supports per farmer will remain 
high, since the House and Senate are calling for similar 
limits on payment size and eligibility. Crop subsidies of 
$125,000 per person ($250,000 / couple) will be allowed. 
Plus there’ll be little if any limit on USDA subsidies for 
crop insurance, where payouts can run into the millions to 
a big farm hit with insured losses.  

 

However, other payments will likely be reined in. The 
new bill will likely lower maximum eligibility for most 
USDA benefits, except conservation payments, to farm-
ers that average under $950,000 in farm and nonfarm in-
come combined. The Senate may opt for an even deeper 
cut. Current combined max income is $1.25 million.  

 

New legislation will likely cut off payments to some 
who are farmers in name only by revising the meaning of 
“actively engaged in farming.” Folks will need more 
proof that they perform work on a farm or are fully in-
volved in running one, for example. And only one such 
person per farm, besides the main operator, will qualify. 

 

 Dairy is less predictable, with extension of current 
(recent past) provisions a possibility, at least initially.  
But then again, forecasting weather has become more 
reliable than predicting the actions of congress, so be sure 
to stay tuned for future farm bill developments. 
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Alfalfa Fungicide Update 

By Greg Blonde, Waupaca County Extension Agent 

 

For the past three years, UW-Extension faculty 
and staff, along with researchers from USDA-ARS 
and University of Minnesota have been conducting 
field research trials evaluating alfalfa yield and forage 
quality response to foliar applications of Headline® 
fungicide.  The field trials were conducted on two 
commercial farms in WI, (including a dairy farm 
south of Waupaca,), and three research facility sites in 
MN. 

At each site, a randomized complete block experi-
mental design was used with four (2011-12) or six 
(2013) replications. Treatments included Headline® 
fungicide at 9 fluid oz/acre, with/and without Warri-
or® insecticide at 1.2 fluid oz/acre. Total volume of 
each application ranged from 23-25 gallons/acre when 
alfalfa was 6-9 inches tall.  Trials were conducted on 
first, second and the last cutting before September 1.  
WI sites were harvested to maximize dairy forage 
quality, while MN sites where managed to maximize 
good quality heifer/beef cattle forage. Yields were 
collected using small plot mechanical harvesters with 
whole plan samples for quality analysis collected prior 
to each cutting.    

In 2011-12, although defoliation was significantly 
reduced when fungicide was applied, positive yield 
results in 2011 and 2012 were only measured nine 
(32%) out of twenty-eight times.  Additional evalua-
tion also found even less effect on forage quality 
(usually associated with delayed cutting schedules).  
Furthermore, neither disease control or yield response 
were consistent between cuttings, locations and years.  
Most importantly, return on the added investment was 
often negative, even when assigning full cost of appli-
cation to the use if insecticide. 

Although laboratory tests results on forage quality 
and disease severity are still being analyzed for the 
three 2013 harvest sites (Waupaca, Cashton, and 
Rochester), preliminary results show a statistically 
significant yield response (high probability of same 
outcome under similar conditions) less than half the 
time (42%) ranging from 0.07 to 0.28 tons of dry mat-
ter per acre).  A more comprehensive analysis includ-
ing forage quality and economic response will be 
available later this winter. 

Farm Equipment & Public Roads  

By Greg Blonde, Waupaca County Extension Agent 

 

The following joint recommendations from the WI 
DOT and WI Dept of Ag included broad input from 
farmers, local highway superintendents, custom opera-
tors, elected officials and other interested citizens earlier 
this summer... 
 

• Create a clearer definition of Implements of Husbandry 
(IoH) to reflect today’s agricultural equipment, which 
would also include a definition for commercial motor 
vehicles used exclusively for agricultural operations. 

 

• Require all IoH that cross over the centerline of a 
roadway during operation to meet the lighting and 
marking standards of the American Society of Agri-
cultural Engineers (ASAE S279). 

 

• Create a 60-foot limit for a single IoH and a 100-foot 
limit for combinations of two IoH. For combinations 
of three IoH the limit is 70 feet, but a three IoH combi-
nation may operate at lengths exceeding 70 feet, to a 
limit of 100 feet, at a speed no greater than 20 mph. 

 

• Create a new IoH weight limit up to 15% more than 
currently established by federal bridge formulas. This 
equates to a max single axle weight of 23,000 lbs and 
a max gross vehicle weight of 92,000 lbs. except 
where posted and during periods of spring thaw. 

 

• Require written authorization to exceed weight limits. 
Each year, IoH operators may submit a travel or route 
plan and request written authorization to exceed the 
weight limit from the authority who maintains the 
roadway. A nominal fee may be charged and addition-
al conditions may be set by each road authority. IoH 
vehicles operating in excess of the 15 percent allow-
ance will be fined for the amount in excess of standard 
gross motor vehicle weight or individual axle weight. 

 

• Support exploration of best practices to assist in reduc-
ing the wear of roadways and structures. This includes 
the development of emerging innovations and best 
practices in manure management. 

 

• Develop further training requirements for the opera-
tion of large IoH equipment. Age requirements are to 
remain as presently allowed in statute, but the group 
recommends developing advanced training for operat-
ing larger and heavier IoH. 

 

The WI state legislature will now decided which if 
any of these proposals will become law.  Stay tuned. 
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Upcoming Events: 

 
Oct 28 

Beef Pasture Field Day 
Art Richardson Farm 
Lind Center, Waupaca 

 
Nov 8 

Waupaca Co Forage Council 
Board Mtg, Triple O 

 
Nov 13 

UWEX Repro Money  
Angie’s Café, Shawano 

 
Nov 18  

UWEX Pest Mgmt Update 
UW-Fon du Lac 
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A new resource tool is available to help WI farmers and other 
ag professionals decide which cover crops might work best for 
specific fields and crop rotations. 

Interest in cover crops has grown dramatically in recent years 
as growers have seen first hand the benefit of cover crops to build 
soil productivity and reduce soil erosion. 

This new tool allows farmers or agronomists to select their 
state/county, then enter specific crop information, including: ex-
pected planting and harvest dates; soil type/drainage, and the de-
sired cover crop benefits needed most.  To view this online tool 
and a wealth of additional cover crop information, visit the fol-
lowing website address:  

 

www.mccc.msu.edu 


