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Affordable Care Act & Farm Families 
 

     Waupaca County UW-Extension will offer an overview of what the Afford-
able Care Act (ACA) means for farms, as a family and employer, on Tuesday 
December 3 from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m.  Presentations will be part of a statewide 
broadcast coordinated by local Extension educators in twenty-one counties 
across the state.  
 

     The webinar will highlight what the law means for farm families purchasing 
their own health insurance and farms, as small businesses, exploring the option 
of providing health insurance for their employees. The program will also cover 
requirements of ACA already in place this year, and changes coming in 2014. 
  

     The workshop will cover how to access on-line marketplaces to shop for 
health insurance as an individual, family or for employees, and other resources 
available to help answer individual questions. 
 

     Although there is no cost to attend, advance registration is required.  Limited 
seating is available. Doors open at 6:00 p.m. in the lower level of the Waupaca 
County courthouse, with the program starting promptly at 6:30 p.m. 

USDA November Market Outlook Report 
USDA released their first World Ag Supply and Demand report since September on Nov 8.  Here is a brief summary:  
 

Dairy  - The 2013 milk production forecast is reduced from September, reflecting slower growth in third-quarter pro-
duction.  The production forecast for 2014 is raised as producers are expected to increase cow herds in response to im-
proving returns.  Import forecasts are reduced and export forecasts are raised for both 2013 and 2014 on stronger sales 
of fat containing products and nonfat/skim milk powders. 
 
Price forecasts for cheese, butter, and nonfat dry milk (NDM) are forecast higher on strong domestic and international 
demand. In 2014 higher dairy production is expected to pressure cheese, butter, and whey prices but expected strength 
in exports supports a higher NDM price forecast.  Pressured by lower whey prices, the Class III milk price is reduced 
for 2013 and the forecast is reduced for 2014 on reduced price forecast for both whey and cheese.  The all milk price is 
forecast at $19.80 to $19.90 per cwt for 2013 and $19.30 to $20.20 per cwt for 2014. 
  

Corn  -  production is forecast 146 million bushels higher at a record 13,989 million bushels.  A 1.9-million-acre re-
duction in harvested area is more than offset by a 5.1-bushel-per-acre increase in the forecast yield.  At 160.4 bushels 
per acre, the national average yield remains 4.3 bushels per acre below the record in 2009/10.  Despite a late planted 
crop and July and August dryness across much of the Corn Belt, cooler-than-normal summer temperatures and an ex-
tended growing season have supported higher-than-expected yields for most producers, especially across the Plains, 
Corn Belt, and South. The projected season-average farm price range for corn is lowered 30 cents at both ends to $4.10 
to $4.90 per bushel.  Cash and futures prices have responded to rising yield prospects over the past 2 months, sharply 
reducing the outlook for 2013/14 farm prices.  
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Upcoming Events: 
 

Dec 2 
Waupaca-Waushara Holstein 

Breeders Annual Meeting 
7:30PM Cedar Springs, Manawa 

 

Dec 3 
Affordable Care Act for Farms 
6:30 PM Courthouse, Waupaca 

 

Jan 7, 14, 21 
Cow College 

1:00 PM FVTC Clintonville 
 

Feb 7 
UWEX / DNR CAFO 

Introduction & Update 9:00AM 
Crystal Falls, New London  

 

Feb 13 
Waupaca Co Forage Council 
Annual Meeting 10:00AM 
Cedar Springs, Manawa 
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 A new UW-Extension “Cost of Raising  Dairy Heifers” summary report 
was recently published by Wisconsin county agents.  The original study was 
done in 1998, then updated in 2007 and  now again in 2013.   The 34 dairy 
farms were surveyed earlier this year including (12 tie-stall, 13 parlor and 9 
custom calf / heifer growers). 

 Cost for raising wet calves ranged from $3.81 to $5.59/calf/day with the 
average $5.34/day over 68 days.  Feed accounted for 45% of all calf raising ex-
pense whith labor and management next highest at more than one-third of the 
total expense for weaning dairy calves. 

 The average cost for raising a dairy heifer from weaning to freshening 
(or returned to the dairy by custom grower) was $1,836/heifer or $3.04/day 
(range was $2.57 to $3.20/heifer/day).  Feed cost averaged $1,046 (57%) of the 
total cost or $1.71/day. 

 Other expenses for raising dairy heifers in 2013 included: labor and man-
agement ($331 or $0.54/day); bedding, veterinary, breeding, electricity, fuel, 
interest and death loss ($274 or $0.44/day); and, fixed cost for buildings and 
equipment ($210 or $0.34/day). 

 Look for more details about this study from real WI farms this winter. 


