The Environmental Youth Connection (EYC) project provides a direct connection for outdoor environmental learning experiences of Waupaca County adults and youth to local parks, trails and natural resource areas.  Within the first six months of the EYC project, surveys were conducted to research environmental education needs, professional development buy-in was obtained from Waupaca County School Districts through curriculum directors, and environmental education resources or curriculum training was arranged with over 30 professionals around the county. This spring training opportunities included LEAF and local forest applications to build teacher knowledge and capacity for outdoor lessons and sites. This summer workshops will be offered utilizing Project Learning Tree, Project Wet and Project Wild. These curriculum equip teachers to implement school-wide or grade-wide environmental education days, develop lesson plans with kits for easy use, connect to local natural areas, link with other natural resource professionals, and assist in coordination of multi-age student experiences. An EYC Advisory Board  was established to provide input on EYC implementation. This advisory group includes school teachers, school administrators, business, local environmental specialists, park officials (from state, county, and city), trail and park volunteers and conservation groups (ie. White Tails Unlimited, Trout Unlimited, Pheasants Forever). One of the essential purposes of the advisory group is future support and sustainability of this EYC project. The EYC website, http://www.uwex.edu/ces/cty/waupaca/EYC.html, is currently being developed to include resources, lesson plans, kits and maps that can be utilized by all residents of Waupaca County. 

